
No

Yes

Is Section 4(f) applicable
for the properties?
(23 CFR 774.11)

Yes

No

Is there a use of a Section 
4(f) property? (Permanently 

incorporated, temporary 
occupancy, constructive use)

No

Are there existing or planned 
parks, recreation areas, wildlife 

refuges, or historic properties that 
may be affected (directly or by 

constructive use) by the project?

Yes

Does an exception apply?
(23 CFR 774.13)

Yes

STOP: Answer
Questions in Block 1 on the 

Section 4(f) Initial 
Assessment Form. 

DOCUMENTATION IS 
COMPLETE.

STOP: Answer
Questions in Block 2 on the 

Section 4(f) Initial 
Assessment Form. 

DOCUMENTATION IS 
COMPLETE.

STOP: Answer
Questions in Block 3 on the 

Section 4(f) Initial 
Assessment Form. 

DOCUMENTATION IS 
COMPLETE.

STOP: Complete the
Section 4(f) Exception Form. 
Send to FHWA for approval.

No

Is the use de minimis? Yes

STOP: Complete the
Section 4(f) De Minimis
Form. Send to FHWA

for approval.

No

Is there a feasible and 
prudent avoidance 

alternative? (Conduct 
analysis according to 23 

CFR 774.17 to determine.)

Yes

No

Does the use qualify for a 
programmatic Section 4(f) 

evaluation?

Yes

No

Conduct an analysis 
according to 23 CFR 

774.3(c) to identify the 
alternative with the least 
overall harm. (Include all 

measures to minimize harm 
to the Section 4(f) property in 

the selected alternative.)

Prepare an Individual
Section 4(f) Evaluation. Send 

to FHWA for approval.
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STOP: Prepare a 
programmatic Section

4(f) evaluation Memo. Send
to FHWA for approval.

STOP: The feasible
and prudent avoidance 

alternative MUST be selected. 
Document in the Section 4(f)
block in the CE form or in the 

appropriate chapter of
the EA/EIS .

1

4

3

2

9

8

7

6

5

From this point forward: Submit 
documentation to FHWA prior to 

completion of NEPA

NOTE: FHWA sends the document to the 
Department of the Interior, and as 

appropriate the Department of Agriculture 
and the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development.

Informal coordination between NDOR 
and FHWA is recommended from this 

point forward

From this point forward: NDOR must 
coordinate often with FHWA
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