
 
 

March 1, 2005 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Douglas County 

 
Wednesday, March 2, 2005 @ 10:00PM  

Until  
Thursday, March 3, 2005 @ 6:00AM  

 
  
 
  

Weather Permitting 
 
 
 

  
  Northbound & Southbound Regency Parkway  

will be Closed at West Dodge Road.  

 
 
 
 

These closures are necessary for erecting bridge girders over Regency Parkway on 
West Dodge Road.  
 
Chas. Vrana & Son Construction Company is the Contractor on this project.  
 

 

 

For additional information contact: 
 
Marvin Lech PE 

     District Construction Engineer 

 



 
March 2, 2005 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Detour Begins March 9 on Highway 68 North and South of Ravenna 

 A detour, for through traffic, is scheduled to begin March 9 for work on the Highway 68 

viaduct in Ravenna, according to the Nebraska Department of Roads.  Through traffic will be 

routed onto a marked detour 2 miles east of the Highway 68 and Highway 2 junction.  The 

four-mile detour will bring traffic into Ravenna on the north side of the viaduct. 

 Christiansen Brothers, of Cherokee, Iowa, is the prime contractor for the $4.5 million 

project.  Work includes removal of the old railroad overpass, a new steel tied arch bridge, 

guardrail work, MSE walls at the abutments, concrete paving, new sidewalks, and seeding.  

New storm sewers and upgrading of the Ravenna water system will also be done. 

 The new steel tied arch bridge is the first of its design to be built in Nebraska and will 

replace the old overpass built in the mid-1930s.  

 Work is anticipated to be completed in December of this year.  The Department of 

Roads’ manager for this project is Kirk Weber of Grand Island. 

#NDOR# 

For additional information contact: 
District Construction Engineer Keith Meyer, in Grand Island, at (402) 385-6265 or Kirk Weber, in 
Grand Island, at (402) 385-6888. 
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March 3, 2005 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Information Open House March 17 for Hwy. 61 Improvements Near Merriman 
 The Nebraska Department of Roads will hold an Information Open House on Thursday, 

March 17, regarding reconstruction of Nebraska Highway 61 south of Merriman and 

construction of a new bridge over the Niobrara River.  The open house will be held from 4:00 to 

6:00 p.m. MST, at the Senior Center, in Merriman.   

 The proposed projects in Cherry County will include grading, surfacing and drainage 

structures.  The completed two-lane roadway will feature 12-foot-wide driving lanes and 4-foot-

wide shoulders, of which two feet will be surfaced.   

 About 8½ miles of Nebraska 61 will be constructed on new alignment east of the existing 

alignment.  A new Niobrara River bridge and roadway approaches will be built west of the 

existing bridge.  The old bridge will be removed.  Nebraska 61 through Merriman will be overlaid 

as part of the projects. 

 The projects allow for constructing a wider roadway without detouring traffic.  Temporary 

roadways around work zones will be used in some areas during construction. 

 Private property must be acquired for highway right-of-way throughout the length of the 

projects.  Property acquisition includes two cabins along the river. 

 Construction will impact wetland areas and mitigation will be required.  Replacement 

wetlands for an estimated 2½ acres will be established on public right-of-way along the project 

or at a regional wetlands banksite. 

 Personnel from the Department of Roads will be available to visit one-on-one about the 

project.  Displays will be available for public inspection, and NDOR personnel will receive 

comments and questions.  No formal presentation is planned. 

 Preliminary plans developed by the Nebraska Department of Roads are available for 

public inspection at the NDOR District 8 Office, 736 East 4th Street, in Ainsworth, and at the 

Roadway Design Division, 1500 Highway 2, in Lincoln.  Information also is available on the 

Internet at www.dor.state.ne.us.  

#NDOR# 
 
For additional information contact: 
Lorraine Legg, Roadway Design Division in Lincoln, (402) 479-4446. 
STPD-61-4(110) 
STPD-61-4(111) 
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Notice of Information Open House 
Lake McConaughy North and Arthur South 

March 31, 2005 
4:00-6:00 p.m. MST 

 
The Nebraska Department of Roads will hold a public information meeting about the 
initial planning stages of reconstructing Nebraska Highway 61 between Arthur and Lake 
McConaughy.  The meeting for Project STPD-61-2(112), known as "Lake McConaughy 
North" and Project STPD-61-2(108), known as "Arthur South," will be held on March 31, 
2005, 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. MST at the Visitors Center, 1/2 mile south of Kingsley Dam, 
Ogallala, Nebraska. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF ROADS 
NOTICE OF INFORMATION OPEN HOUSE 
 
Date:  March 31, 2005 
Time:   4 – 6 p.m. (MST) 
Place:  Lake McConaughy 

Visitors Center 
(1/2 mile south of 
Kingsley Dam) 

Ogallala, Nebraska 
 

Nebraska Department of Roads 
will hold a public meeting to present 
information about the initial planning 
stages of reconstructing Nebraska 
Highway 61 into a wider and safer 
highway between Arthur and Lake 
McConaughy. 

Personnel from the department will 
be available to visit one-on-one, and 
NDOR staff will receive comments 
and questions.  No formal presenta-
tion is planned. 

The proposed highway improve-
ment is at the preliminary develop-
ment stage.  The terrain between 
Lake McConaughy and Arthur must 
be surveyed before developing an 
alignment for the highway. 

The concept involves two projects 
and about 25 miles of highway, be-
ginning just north of the Nebraska 
Highway 92 south junction in Keith 
County and ending at Arthur in Arthur 
County. 

One of the projects is identified as  

STPD-61-2(112), known as Lake  
McConaughy North.  The other is 
identified as STPD-61-2(108), 
known as Arthur South. 

In order to build a new highway 
and to keep traffic moving during 
construction, much of the new road-
way would be constructed on new 
alignment near the existing highway 
alignment.  Acquisition of private 
property for public right-of-way 
would be required throughout the 
length of the project. 

Wetlands areas will be avoided 
where possible. Impacts to wetlands 
will be mitigated along the project or 
at a regional wetlands banksite. 

Where possible, the Department 
of Roads will provide an accessible 
meeting facility for disabled people.  
Appropriate provisions for people 
who are hearing and visually chal-
lenged will be made if the depart-
ment is notified by March 17, 2005.  
Notification should be submitted to: 
Kevin Dugan, Department of Roads, 
P.O. Box 94759, Lincoln, Nebraska 
68509-4759, voice telephone (402) 
479-4871. TDD telephone is (402) 
479-3834. 

For further information regarding 
the proposed project, contact Jim 
Wilkinson, Planning and Project 
Development Division, in Lincoln at 
(402) 479-4421. 
 



 

 
 

March 11, 2005 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Hugh Holak Appointed New NDOR District 7 Construction Engineer 

 Hugh Holak is the new District 7 Construction Engineer for the Nebraska Department of 

Roads.  District 7 includes Chase, Dundy, Franklin, Frontier, Furnas, Gosper, Harlan, Hayes, 

Hitchcock, Kearney, Perkins, Phelps and Red Willow counties.  Holak, a licensed professional 

engineer, succeeds Kurt Vosburg, who was recently named the new District 7 Engineer. 

 For 10 years, Holak has worked at the Roads Department in a variety of capacities, including 

serving as Project Manager in District 1 for the past three years.  Born in Richland Center, 

Wisconsin, and raised on a small dairy farm in Hillsboro, Wisconsin, Holak graduated from Hillsboro 

High School, and earned his Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering from the University of 

Wisconsin-Platteville in 1992. 

 During college, Holak had an internship with the Wisconsin Department of Transportation for 

the summers of 1991 and 1992.  Immediately after graduation, he worked two years for Mead & 

Hunt Inc., in Madison, Wisconsin, serving as a designer for Wisconsin DOT projects.  

 Holak began his career at NDOR in 1995, working as an Engineer I in the Railroad Liaison 

office.  In 1996, he transferred to Roadway Design as an Engineer II, working on the design of 

several Interstate projects, including the 60th Street Interchange in Omaha and the Cornhusker 

Interchange on I-180.  In 1999, he transferred to District 1, serving in several positions, before being 

promoted to Project Manager. 

 Holak said he enjoyed supervising construction projects, and his favorite accomplishment 

was the I-180 and Cornhusker Interchange in Lincoln.  He added that it was a very beneficial 

experience to supervise the construction of his own design. 

 In discussing goals he wants to achieve, Holak noted, “Supervising an entire district will be a 

new challenge.  District 7 is a less populated district, it’s a good district, and I look forward to working 

with the staff here.  I will also strive to keep the district on the leading edge for computer technology.” 



 

Page 2 
Holak New District 7 Construction Engineer 

 Holak, age 36, and his wife, Nancy, have been married five years.  They have a daughter, 

Annalyn, who is four years old.  In his spare time, Holak enjoys hiking, camping, scuba diving and 

home remodeling projects. 

#NDOR# 

For additional information, contact the District Office in McCook, (308) 345-8490. 
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March 11, 2005 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Work Begins on Highway 65 at Table Rock 
 
 Work is slated to begin March 14 on Highway 65, according to the Nebraska Department 

of Roads.  The project is located from the east junction of Highway 4 in Table Rock to the 

Highway 50 & 65 junction 4 miles west of Table Rock.  Dobson Brothers Construction Company 

& Affiliates has the $2,641,879 contract for culverts, grading, storm sewer, sanitary sewer, water 

line, concrete paving, asphalt paving, seeding and lighting. 

 Highway 65 will be closed to traffic on April 4, 2005 and traffic will be detoured via 

Highways 50 & 4 for the duration of the project which is anticipated to be completed in fall 2005.  

Some clearing and grubbing operations may begin on March 14, 2005 to facilitate moving 

utilities.  These operations will be controlled by flaggers to allow for large tree removal inside the 

Village of Table Rock. 

 A public information meeting will be held on March 30, 2005 at 6 p.m. at the fire hall 

located in Table Rock.  A Nebraska Department of Roads representative will be on hand to 

discuss the scheduling and progress of the project to allow for local access and discuss any 

concerns that may arise from the project’s impact and traffic restrictions.  Local access will be 

maintained for landowners and residents along the project throughout the duration of the 

project. 

 The Department of Roads Manager for this project is Mike Habegger from the Tecumseh 

office. 

#NDOR# 
For additional information contact: 
Mike Habegger in Tecumseh at (402) 335-4131 
EACSTPD-65-1 (106) 
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