
 
April 3, 2006 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Highway Work Zones Require Alert Drivers and Workers 
 With highway construction season gaining momentum, extra caution is needed on the part of 

both drivers and highway workers.  This year, the number of highway construction work zones is 

expected to be at an all time high, with as many as 375 state highway construction improvement 

projects underway this year. 

 April 3-9 is National Work-Zone Safety Awareness Week, an effort to heighten public 

awareness of work-zone safety, for the driver as well as the highway worker.  Nebraska Governor 

Dave Heineman signed a proclamation designating the week as Nebraska Highway Work-Zone 

Safety Awareness Week.  

 The Nebraska Department of Roads and their transportation partners, the United States 

Department of Transportation/Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the Nebraska State Patrol, 

and the Associated General Contractors of Nebraska are dedicated to enhancing work-zone safety 

for both the worker and the traveling public. They believe that increased worker training and 

enhanced awareness on the part of motorists and highway workers will lead to a reduction of 

fatalities and injuries for both.  

 In 2004, there was a decrease in both the total number of accidents and the number of 

work-zone related accidents on the state highway system.  The number of work-zone accidents has 

been reduced over 50 percent from 1998 to 2004.  However, the number of fatality accidents and 

fatalities in work zones has increased.  Eight of eleven fatal work-zone crashes were run-off road 

crashes.  

 Also, seat-belt use among those involved in work-zone injury and fatalities has decreased 

from 2002 to 2004, with 78 percent of persons killed or injured in work zones in 2002 using restraints 

and only 75 percent in 2004.  Motorists need to buckle up to decrease the number of injuries and 

fatalities in work zones.   

Information Technology 
 Technology continues to play an important role in work-zone safety.  This year, there are 

more than 40 permanent message signs at strategic locations throughout the state.  These signs  
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provide “real-time” information about congestion or incidents, which can help prevent crashes at the 

back end of a traffic slow-down. 

 For the fifth year, Nebraska’s statewide 511-telephone system is available to provide 24-

hour-a-day, year-round traveler information.  By dialing 511 on their cellular of landline telephone, 

motorists will be able to access the quickest, most up-to-date information about weather conditions, 

road conditions and travel advisories.  The 511 system is also available on the Internet at 

www.nebraskatransportation.org.  

Highway traffic cameras provide another tool for motorists in search of the latest traffic and 

road conditions.  Currently, there are 27 cameras at various locations throughout the state that send 

pictures to the NDOR website for viewing, with plans for additional cameras in the future.  

 Motorists are reminded to stay alert when driving near highway construction sites any time of 

day or night, observe lower speed limits, heed posted warning signs, wear seat belts and avoid 

distractions while driving, including the use of cell phones.   

 It is important to remember that highway work zones are much more than a temporary 

inconvenience. Work zones are essential to building safer, smoother, improved roads that may 

ultimately save lives. Remember: When you’re in the driver’s seat, you make the difference.  

Drive safely in work zones! 

#NDOR# 

 

For additional information, visit the NDOR website at www.nebraskatransportation.org.  
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Notice of Information Open House 
"US-34/75 & 8th Ave., Plattsmouth" 

April 25, 2006, 5:00-7:00 p.m. 
 
The Nebraska Department of Roads will hold a public information meeting about 
construction of a roundabout to increase safety and capacity of the intersection at 
U.S. Highway 34, 2nd Avenue South and 8th Avenue in Plattsmouth.  The overall 
project involves lowering and reconstructing a 1/2 mile segment of U.S. 34 to match the 
future reconstruction of U.S. 75 into a four-lane expressway.  The meeting for Project 
MISC-34-7(1025), known as "US-34/75 & 8th Ave., Plattsmouth," will be held on 
April 25, 2006, 5:00-7:00 p.m. at the Community Center, 625 Avenue A, in Plattsmouth. 
 



 
 

 
 
 

NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF ROADS 
NOTICE OF INFORMATION OPEN HOUSE
 

Date: April 25, 2006 
Time:  5 - 7 p.m. 
Place:  Community Center 
 625 Avenue A 
 Plattsmouth, Nebr. 
  

The Nebraska Department of 
Roads will hold a public information 
meeting about construction of a 
roundabout to increase safety and 
capacity of the intersection at U.S. 
Highway 34, 2nd Avenue South and 
8th Avenue in Plattsmouth. 

The proposed roundabout is an 
addition to project MISC-34-7(1025), 
known as US-34/75 & 8th Ave., 
Plattsmouth.  The overall project 
involves lowering and reconstructing 
a ½ mile segment of U.S. 34 to 
match the future reconstruction of 
U.S. 75 into a four-lane expressway. 

As part of the overall U.S. 34 pro-
ject, portions of 2nd Avenue South 
and 8th Avenue must be realigned.  
Construction of a standard at-grade 
intersection was presented at a 
public meeting in Plattsmouth about 
15 months ago. 

Since then, a traffic review was 
conducted for the proposed commer-
cial development south of the high 
school.  The review indicated an 
increase in future traffic along 2nd 
Avenue South and 8th Avenue.  At a 
minimum, traffic signals would be 
needed at the intersection of 2nd and 
8th Avenue with U.S. 34. 

Construction of a roundabout at 
the intersection of U.S. 34 with the 
city streets will accommodate traffic 
better and more safely than will a 
standard at-grade intersection with 
traffic signals.  A proposed layout of 
the roundabout has been developed 
for the location. 

Additional property must be acqui-
red to construct the roundabout and 
realign the roads.  Temporary ease-
ments for construction also must be 
acquired from landowners along the 
project.  Existing control of access to 
U.S. 34 will remain in place upon 
completion of the project. 

During construction, traffic on U.S. 
34 will be detoured using the old 
U.S. 34 route on Chicago Avenue 
and S. 15th Street.  Access to area 
businesses and to the high school 
will be maintained during construc-
tion, which will be scheduled to occur 
during the summer. 

Personnel from the department 
will be available to visit one-on-one 
about the proposed project.  NDOR 
staff will receive comments and 
questions.  No formal presentation is 
planned. 

Where possible, the Department 
of Roads will provide an accessible 
meeting facility for disabled people. 
Appropriate provisions for people 
who are hearing and visually chal-
lenged will be made if the depart-
ment is notified by April 11, 2006.  
Notification should be submitted to: 
Kevin Dugan, Department of Roads, 
P.O. Box 94759, Lincoln, Nebraska 
68509-4759, voice telephone (402) 
479-4871. TDD telephone is (402) 
479-3834.  

Preliminary plans developed by 
the Nebraska Department of Roads 
are available for public inspection at 
the District 2 Office located at 4425 
S. 108th St. in Omaha, and at the 
Roadway Design Division, 1500 
Highway 2, in Lincoln. 

For further information regarding 
the proposed project, contact Jim 
Miller, Roadway Design Division, in 
Lincoln at (402) 479-4442. 
 



 
 

April 5, 2006 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Temporary Lane Closure on I-80 near the 27th Street Interchange 

 Weather permitting, one westbound driving lane of Interstate 80, over the Little Salt 

Creek, will be closed Wednesday, April 5th, according to the Nebraska Department of Roads. 

 The closure is just east of the North 27th Street Interchange, north of Lincoln.  The 

closure will begin at 9 p.m. Wednesday night and will be opened at 6 a.m. the next morning.  

Traffic will be maintained in the passing lane, and the westbound off ramp will remain open.  

The lane closure is to facilitate setting of concrete barrier curb. 

 Motorists are asked to drive safely through this area and watch for directional signs. 

#NDOR# 

For additional information contact: 
Joe Kuehn, in Lincoln, (402) 471-0850 ext. 1020 
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Notice of Information Open House 
"Gretna East" 
May 1, 2006 

4:30-7:00 p.m. 
 
The Nebraska Department of Roads will hold a public information meeting about 
proposed reconstruction of Nebraska Highway 370 into a four-lane divided highway 
from Gretna to Interstate 80.  The meeting for Project STPD-370-7(119), known as 
"Gretna East," will be held on May 1, 2006, 4:30-7:00 p.m. at the Public Library, 
736 South Street, in Gretna. 
 



 
 

 
 
 

NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF ROADS 
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Date: May 1, 2006 
Time:  4:30 - 7 p.m. 
Place:  Public Library 
 736 South St. 
 Gretna, Nebraska 
  

The Nebraska Department of Roads 
will hold a public information meeting 
about proposed reconstruction of Nebra-
ska Highway 370 into a four-lane divided 
highway from Gretna to Interstate 80. 

Personnel from the department will be 
available to visit one-on-one about the 
project.  NDOR staff will receive 
comments and questions.  No formal 
presentation is planned. 

The proposed project, STPD-370-
7(119) known as Gretna East, involves 
about 4 miles of Nebraska 370.  The 
project begins at Apache Drive just west 
of U.S. Highway 6 in Gretna and ends at 
the existing four-lane section near Inter-
change 439 on Interstate 80. 

Construction will involve grading, 
drainage structures, roadway surfacing, 
a raised median with left-turn lanes, 
surfaced shoulders, a new bridge at 
Wehrspann Lake, updated traffic signals 
and roadway lighting at some locations. 

East of 192nd Street, new traffic lanes 
will be constructed south of the existing 
highway alignment before the existing 
lanes are removed and reconstructed.  
On the west segment of the project, new 
lanes will be constructed north of the 
current alignment before the existing 
lanes are reconstructed. 

Construction will be done under 
traffic.  Temporary roads around work  

zones will be used during some phases 
of construction. 

Acquisition of property for highway 
right-of-way will be required throughout 
the length of the project.  The new right-
of-way limits will accommodate future 
expansion of Nebraska 370 to six lanes.  
Control of access to the new highway 
will be acquired. 

Construction will  impact an estimated 
2 acres of wetlands and mitigation will 
be required.  Replacement wetlands will 
be established near the project or at a 
regional banksite. 

Where possible, the Department of 
Roads will provide an accessible meet-
ing facility for disabled people. Appro-
priate provisions for people who are 
hearing and visually challenged will be 
made if the department is notified by 
April 17, 2006.  Notification should be 
submitted to: Kevin Dugan, Department 
of Roads, P.O. Box 94759, Lincoln, 
Nebraska 68509-4759, voice telephone 
(402) 479-4871. TDD telephone is (402) 
479-3834.  

Preliminary plans developed by the 
Nebraska Department of Roads are 
available for public inspection at the 
District 2 Office located at 4425 S. 108th 
St. in Omaha, and at the Roadway 
Design Division, 1500 Highway 2, in 
Lincoln. 

Information also is available through 
the Highway Projects link on the 
department’s internet homepage at 
www.dor.state.ne.us. 

For further information regarding the 
proposed project, contact Ed Palandri, 
Roadway Design Division, in Lincoln at 
(402) 479-4601. 
 



 
April 10, 2006 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Campaign Signs Don’t Belong on State’s Right-of-Way 

 The Nebraska Department of Roads wishes to remind people it is against the law to 

place political campaign signs or any type of sign, on state highway right-of-way.  Multi-colored, 

multi-shaped signs usually appear along roadsides near election time and are promptly 

removed. 

 Maintenance crews of the Nebraska Department of Roads will remove any signs that are 

improperly placed within the state highway right-of-way.  These signs will be stored for a brief 

period of time in State Roads Department maintenance yards across the state, where they can 

be reclaimed by the owners. 

 This state right-of-way reminder applies to any errant plantings or harvesting operations; 

parking equipment or salvage items; and commercial sales or private business stands. 

 Those needing further information concerning the boundaries of right-of-way corridors, 

should contact their Nebraska Department of Roads’ district office.  NDOR district offices are 

located in Lincoln, Omaha, Norfolk, Grand Island, Bridgeport, North Platte, McCook and 

Ainsworth. 

#NDOR# 
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April 10, 2006 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

It’s “Great Nebraska Trash-Off” Time 
 The 16th Annual “Great Nebraska Trash-Off” is being held April 22-29. 

Through the Adopt-A-Highway program, over 1,300 organizations and groups have 

adopted and pick up litter along 3,000 miles of Nebraska’s roadsides. 

 In conjunction with this year's Trash-Off, a new safety video is being distributed 

to all Adopt-a-Highway volunteers.  The Department of Roads in partnership with Keep 

Nebraska Beautiful, Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality, UNL Cooperative 

Extension, and the Nebraska State Patrol Drug Task Force, produced the safety video 

to address safety concerns facing volunteers as they pick up litter. 

 While this designated week is a great time for groups to conduct their clean-up 

activities, the Department of Roads welcomes citizen and group litter pickup efforts 

anytime during the year.  Also, an important reminder is that it is against the law to 

deposit materials or rubbish on roads or ditches in Nebraska.  Penalties include fines 

and/or imprisonment. 

 
#NDOR# 

 
For additional information contact:  Denise Wallman, Adopt-A-Highway Program 
State Coordinator, at (402) 479-4843, in Lincoln.  Additional information may also be 
found at www.nebraskatransportation.org/operations/maintenance/adopt.htm. 
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April 11, 2006 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Highway 11 Ord to Burwell Construction Update 

 The Nebraska Department of Roads is finalizing plans for work for Highway 11 from Ord 

to Burwell.  This project is tentatively scheduled to start later this summer with construction 

through 2007. 

 Proposed work on this project will include grading, culvert work, resurfacing and 

surfaced shoulders.  Traffic will be maintained through the project during construction.  Gravel 

temporary roadways will be installed at the box culvert replacement sites.  Highway 11 will 

remain open at all times, however short term county road detours will be needed for transition 

construction work. 

 This highway improvement project is currently scheduled for a September 2006 start 

with completion in winter of 2007. 

#NDOR# 

For additional information contact: 
Keith Meyer, District Construction Engineer, Grand Island at (308) 385-6265, Ext. 206. 
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April 11, 2006 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Information Open House April 25 for Hwy. 34 Improvements at Plattsmouth 
 The Nebraska Department of Roads will hold an Information Open House on Tuesday, 

April 25, regarding construction of a roundabout at the intersection of U.S. Highway 34, 2nd Avenue 

South and 8th Avenue in Plattsmouth.  The open house will be held from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m., at the 

Community Center, 625 Avenue A, in Plattsmouth. 

 The proposed roundabout is an addition to the overall project, which involves lowering and 

reconstructing a ½ mile segment of U.S. 34 to match the future reconstruction of U.S. 75 into a 

four-lane expressway.  As part of the overall U.S. 34 project, portions of 2nd Avenue South and 

8th Avenue must be realigned.  Construction of a standard at-grade intersection was presented at a 

public meeting in Plattsmouth about 15 months ago. 

 Since then, a traffic review was conducted for the proposed commercial development south 

of the high school.  The review indicated an increase in future traffic along 2nd Avenue South and 

8th Avenue.  At a minimum, traffic signals would be needed at the intersection of 2nd and 8th Avenue 

with U.S. 34. 

 Construction of a roundabout at the intersection of U.S. 34 with the city streets will 

accommodate traffic better and more safely than will a standard at-grade intersection with traffic 

signals.  A proposed layout of the roundabout has been developed for the location. 

 Additional property must be acquired to construct the roundabout and realign the roads.  

Temporary easements for construction also must be acquired from landowners along the project.  

Existing control of access to U.S. 34 will remain in place upon completion of the project. 

 During construction, traffic on U.S. 34 will be detoured using the old U.S. 34 route on 

Chicago Avenue and S. 15th Street.  Access to area businesses and to the high school will be 

maintained during construction, which will be scheduled to occur during the summer. 

 Personnel from the Department of Roads will be available to visit one-on-one about the 

project.  Displays will be available for public inspection, and NDOR personnel will receive comments 

and questions.  No formal presentation is planned. 

 Preliminary plans developed by the Nebraska Department of Roads are available for public 

inspection at the District 2 Office, 4425 S. 108th Street, in Omaha, and at the Roadway Design 

Division, 1500 Highway 2, in Lincoln.  

#NDOR# 
 
For additional information contact: 
Jim Miller, Roadway Design Division in Lincoln, (402) 479-4442. 
MISC-34-7(1025) 
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April 13, 2006 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Work to begin on Highway 20 from Newport to O’Neill 

 Work is scheduled to begin April 17 on Highway 20 from two miles west of Newport to 

O’Neill, according to the Nebraska Department of Roads. 

 Werner Construction, Inc. of Hastings has the $10,490,765 contract for the 41 mile 

asphalt surfacing project.  Work on Highway 20 will be in progress from Atkinson to O’Neill in 

April, May and June.  Work from Atkinson to just west of Newport will be underway from June to 

September. 

 Work will be done under traffic with flaggers and a pilot vehicle.  There will be several 

work zones in this area, and traffic may be stopped for a period of time due to one lane travel.  

This project is anticipated to be completed in September of this year. 

 Please slow down and drive with care through construction zones.  Fines are doubled for 

speeding in highway construction zones.  The Roads’ Department manager for this project is 

Larry Rau.   

#NDOR# 

For additional information contact: 
Larry Rau in Ainsworth, (402) 387-2471 
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April 13, 2006 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Roads Standards Board to Meet 

 The Board of Public Roads Classifications and Standards will meet at 9:00 a.m. on 

April 21, 2006, in the Nebraska Department of Roads' Central Building Auditorium at 1500 

Highway 2 in Lincoln.   

 The agenda includes: 

 ♦ Addition of projects to the Wayne and Morrill Counties and the City of Curtis 

One- and Six-Year Road and Street Improvement Plans. 

 ♦ State-Aid Bridge Fund applications from Cuming, Dixon and Stanton Counties. 

 ♦ Informal hearing: 

  9:30 a.m. – Seward County request for Relaxation of Minimum Design Standards 

on Project BRO-7080(20). 

 The meeting is open to the public. 

#NDOR# 

Detailed agenda as of April 13, 2006 enclosed. 
 
For additional information contact: 
LeMoyne D. Schulz (402) 479-4436. 
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BPR3-ZW  April 13, 2006 

Agenda 
for the Meeting of 

BOARD OF PUBLIC ROADS CLASSIFICATIONS AND STANDARDS 
April 21, 2006, 9:00 a.m. 

Nebraska Department of Roads’ Central Headquarters Building Auditorium 
1500 Highway 2, Lincoln, Nebraska 

Call to Order – Chairperson 

Roll Call – Secretary 

Changes to Published Agenda – Secretary 

Minutes of March 17, 2006, Meeting 

Status Report – 2005 – 2006 Standardized System of Annual Reports (NDOR, 93 County and 
530 Municipal reports received, 1 Municipal  report is delinquent) 

Update on suspension of Highway Allocation funds to the following Municipality for failure to 
submit the 2005-2006 Standardized System of Annual reports in accordance with 
Neb.Rev.Stat.Sec. 39-2120 and 39-2121 (Suspension requested 4/3/06 and initiated with the 
4/10/06 allocation) 
 Osmond 

Consideration of lifting of suspension (none as of 4/13/06) 

Status Report – 2006 One- and Six-Year Highway, Road, and Street Plan Submittals 
(89 County and 519 Municipal plans received, 1 County and 12 Municipal plans are delinquent) 

2005 One- and Six-Year Highway Road and Street Plan Revisions (number of projects in 
parentheses) (none) 

2006 One- and Six-Year Highway Road, and Street Plan Revisions (number of projects in 
parentheses) (3) 

 a. Wayne County (1) – Replace timber bridge with culvert on a collector road. 
 b. City of Curtis (1) – New culvert and concrete surfacing on a local street. 
 c. Morrill County (1) – Reconstruction of railroad structure over an asphalt surface local 

road. 

State-Aid Bridge Fund Applications (10) – Cuming, Dixon and Stanton Counties 

9:30 a.m. Informal Hearing – Seward County request for a Relaxation of Minimum Design 
Standards for an increase in Maximum Horizontal Curve Degree, on a Local road, 
Project BRO-7080(20), Milford Southeast.  Consideration of request. 

Other Business: 
 • Review and Update of SSAR including going to electronic submission 
 • Report on State and Federal legislative issues 
 • Review implications of LB 904 for the Board’s activities 

Correspondence and General Information: 
 • Legislative confirmation of Board members Acklie, Keegan, Lux and Yonkey 
 • Additional One-Year Plan revision information from the City of Atkinson, received 

April 7, 2006 
 • Miscellaneous correspondence 

Acknowledgement of Visitors 

Next Meeting:  May 19, 2006, 9:00 a.m., Nebraska Department of Roads’ Central Headquarters 
Building Auditorium, 1500 Highway 2, Lincoln, Nebraska 

Adjournment 



 
 
April 14, 2006 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
State Highway Commission Monthly Agenda Announced 
 
 The State Highway Commission will hold its regular monthly meeting April 21, at 

10:00 a.m., in Room 103, at the Nebraska Department of Roads’ Central Headquarters, 

1500 Highway 2, Lincoln, Nebraska.  This meeting is preceded by their educational briefing 

and discussion, held in the Nebraska Department of Roads’ Director’s Conference Room. 

 The public is invited to attend.  A copy of the meeting agenda can be obtained from the 

Executive Secretary for the Commission, Room 105, Nebraska Department of Roads’ Central 

Headquarters, Lincoln, Nebraska by calling (402) 479-4530 or by checking the NDOR website 

at www.dor.state.ne.us.   

#NDOR# 





(4-21-06)Hwy3-pv 

Nebraska State Highway Commission 

Educational Briefing & Discussion 
Friday, April 21, 2006 

8:30 a.m., NDOR Director’s Conference Room 
NDOR Central Complex, Lincoln NE 

 

Agenda 
State’s Highway Informational and Directional Signage Policy 

Commissioner Fagerland and Dan Waddle 

New Business Access Assistance Policy 
Deputy Monty Fredrickson 

Criteria for Prioritizing Expressways 

Highway Funding Allocation Task Force 

Open Discussion 




