
 
 

May 1, 2006 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Douglas County 

Monday, May 1, 2006 @ 11:00PM  
until  

Tuesday, May 2, 2006 @ 6:00AM 
 

& 
 

Tuesday, May 2, 2006 @ 11:00PM 
until  

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 @ 6:00AM 
 
 

Weather Permitting  
 
 

 
Burt Street will be Closed between 27th Street and 29th Street.  

 
 
 
These closures are necessary for Bridge removal.  
  
Hawkins Construction Company is the Contractor on this Project. 

 
 
 
 
 
For additional information contact: 

 
     Marvin Lech PE 
     District Construction Engineer 

 



 
May 1, 2006 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Homestead Expressway North from Capitol Parkway to 
West ‘O’ Street to Close Temporarily Tonight 
 Homestead Expressway (US-77) north from Capitol Parkway to West ‘O’ Street, in 

Lincoln, is scheduled to close tonight, May 1, beginning at 10:00 p.m., weather permitting, for 

reconstruction of the Middle Creek Bridge, according to the Nebraska Department of Roads. 

 Northbound Homestead Expressway traffic will be rerouted east on Capitol Parkway to 

10th Street, and north on 10th Street to ‘O’ Street and I-80.  Homestead Expressway will re-open 

at 6:00 a.m. on Tuesday, May 2. 

 Dobson Brothers Construction Company of Lincoln has the $10,119,344 contract.  The 

NDOR manager for this project is Bob Traudt. 

#NDOR# 

For additional information contact: 
Bob Traudt, in Lincoln, (402) 471-0850, ext. 1119, or 
Mike Sklenar, in Lincoln, (402) 471-0850, ext. 1069 
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May 1, 2006 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Temporary Closures on Highway 81 at Shelby and Stromsburg 

 Highway 81 will be closed, beginning May 8, at the railroad crossing northeast of Shelby, 

according to the Nebraska Department of Roads.  The closure is anticipated to last about a 

week.  There will be a marked detour for motorists. 

 Highway 81 will also be closed May 15 at the railroad crossing in Stromsburg.  The 

closure is anticipated to last until May 26.  There will be a marked detour. 

 The closures are necessary to reconstruct the railroad crossings at these locations.  

Motorists are urged to drive cautiously through these construction zones and to watch for 

directional and information signs. 

 Work on these projects is being done by the Nebraska Department of Roads and the 

Nebraska Central Railroad.  The Department of Roads’ manager for this project is 

Rick Kwiatkowski, of St. Paul. 

#NDOR# 

For additional information contact: 
Rick Kwiatkowski in St. Paul (308) 754-5411 
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May 1, 2006 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Sarpy County 

 
 

GOOD NEWS 
  
 

Effective Immediately 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  Westbound Interstate 80 Melia Hill Rest Area (Mile Marker 431)  
is now Open.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Judds Brothers is the Contractor on this Project. 

 
 
 
 
For additional information contact: 

 
     Marvin Lech PE 
     District Construction Engineer 

 



 
May 3, 2006 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Information Open House May 17 for Improvements to Highway 83 at Thedford 
The Nebraska Department of Roads will hold an Information Open House on Wednesday, May 17, 

regarding construction of a new segment of U.S. Highway 83 at Thedford to provide a new bridge 

over the Middle Loup River and a highway viaduct over the railroad tracks.  The open house will be 

held from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m., at Stubs, Jct. Hwy. 2 and U.S. 83, in Thedford. 

 Construction of the new segment of two-lane highway will involve grading, bridges, roadway 

surfacing, eight-foot-wide surfaced shoulders, and some roadway lighting.  Construction will begin 

about ¾ mile south of the Middle Loup River and shift the highway alignment east of the existing 

highway location.  The river bridge will be constructed downstream of the existing bridge, which will 

be removed. 

 The viaduct over the BNSF Railway tracks and over Nebraska Highway 2 will be constructed 

just east of the existing intersection of U.S. 83 and Nebraska 2.  The alignment was presented as 

Alternative 3 West Loop during a public meeting at Thedford in 2004. 

 On the north side of Nebraska 2, U.S. 83 will curve to the west and south and terminate in a 

new at-grade intersection with Nebraska 2.  Nebraska 2 will be widened at the intersection to provide 

a left-turn lane for eastbound traffic to turn onto the viaduct to travel south on U.S. 83. 

 U.S. 83 will remain open to traffic throughout construction.  Temporary roadways around 

work zones will be used during some phases of construction.  Temporary closure of Nebraska 2 will 

be required during placement of the viaduct girders. 

 Construction will impact wetlands areas and mitigation will be required.  Replacement 

wetlands will be established near the project or at a regional wetlands bank site. 

 Personnel from the Department of Roads will be available to visit one-on-one about the 

project.  Displays will be available for public inspection, and NDOR personnel will receive comments 

and questions.  No formal presentation is planned. 

 Preliminary plans will be available for review at the NDOR District 6 Headquarters, 

1321 N. Jeffers St., in North Platte, and at the Roadway Design Division, 1500 Highway 2, in 

Lincoln.  Information also is available through the Highway Projects link on the NDOR Internet 

homepage at www.dor.state.ne.us.  

#NDOR# 

For additional information contact: 
Larry Legg, Roadway Design Division in Lincoln, (402) 479-3943 

NH-STPN-TMT-83-3(106) 
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May 4, 2006 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Work to Begin on Bridge Near Bushnell 

 Bridge deck resurfacing and rebuilding of the concrete rail on the bridge over 

Interstate 80, on Nebraska Highway L53C, south of Bushnell will begin the week of May 8, 

according to the Nebraska Department of Roads.  Traffic will be maintained by temporary traffic 

signals and restricted to one lane, with a width of 14 feet, until the project is complete.  Motorists 

are urged to drive cautiously through construction projects. 

 Reiman Corp. of Cheyenne, Wyoming, has the $1,128,838 contract for this work.  Work 

is anticipated to be completed in July.  The Department of Roads’ manager for this project is 

James Johnson, of Bridgeport.   

#NDOR# 

For additional information contact: 
James Johnson of Bridgeport, (308) 262-1929, ext. 200 
STR-80-1(1027) 
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May 5, 2006 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Temporary Closure of Westbound I-80 On-Ramps in Lincoln Area 

 The westbound I-80 on-ramp at Exit 401 (I-180 exit) and the westbound on-ramp at 

Exit 397 (Highway 77) north of Lincoln will be closed at 9 a.m., Monday, May, 8, according to 

the Nebraska Department of Roads.  Traffic wishing to go west at I-180 will follow the marked 

detour around the 401 Interchange Loops.  Northbound Highway 77 wishing to go west on I-80 

must use the West “O” Street off-ramp, then proceed west to the West “O” on-ramp or to the 

westbound on-ramp at the Northwest 48th Street interchange.  The westbound on-ramp at the 

397 interchange is anticipated to be opened prior to the opening of school in the fall.  Motorists 

are urged to follow traffic signs and directional signs, and to drive cautiously. 

 The closure is due to the construction of additional travel lanes on I-80 at this location.  

Dobson Brothers Company of Lincoln is the prime contractor for this work.  The Department of 

Roads’ manager for this project is Jim England, of Lincoln. 

#NDOR# 

For additional information contact: 
Jim England at 471-0850 ext. 1103 
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May 8, 2006 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

New Highway and Street Superintendents Licensed 
 Lincoln -- 8 persons successfully completed the April 7, 2006 examination and are now 

licensed by the Board of Examiners for County Highway and City Street Superintendents.   

 Licensed as City Street Superintendent are Jason Allen of Gering, Dan Bishop of 

Gordon and Bobby Riggs of Omaha. 

 Licensed as County Highway Superintendent are Jacqueline Hetrick of Grand Island, 

Bryan Hoerler of Broadwater, Brian Jackson of Tobias and Casey Sherlock of Grand Island. 

 Licensed as both County Highway Superintendent and City Street Superintendent is Dan 

Theis of Osceola. 

 Allen is the Street Superintendent for the City of Gering; Bishop is the Assistant Street 

Superintendent for the City of Gordon; Bobby Riggs is a Light Equipment Operator for the City 

of Bellevue Street Department; Hetrick is the Administrative Assistant for the Hall County 

Highway Department; Hoerler is an Equipment Operator for the Morrill County Highway 

Department; Jackson is an Equipment Operator for the Fillmore County Department of Roads; 

Sherlock is the Hall County Surveyor; and Theis is a Construction Observer for Kirkham Michael 

and Associates. 

 The next examination will be held October 6, 2006 with an application deadline of 

August 14, 2006.  Applications can be obtained by contacting the Board of Examiners, 

P.O. Box 94759, Lincoln, Nebraska 68509, (402) 479-4607, and by consulting the website listed 

below. 

 Also recently licensed were: 

 James Burroughs, P.E., of Lincoln, licensed as a City Street Superintendent; Timothy 

Farmer, P.E., of Lincoln, licensed as a County Highway Superintendent; and Christopher Lane, 

P.E., of Lincoln, licensed as a County Highway Superintendent.  Registered Professional 

Engineers (P.E.) are licensed by equivalency.  Burroughs is a Project Engineer for Olsson 

Associates; Farmer is President of Speece-Lewis Engineers; and Lane is Vice-President of 

Speece-Lewis Engineers. 

 

 

 

#MORE# 



Page 2 

 

 

 Superintendents are qualified to administer city and county street and road programs, 

including: 

 ♦ preparing one- and six-year improvement plans, 

 ♦ assisting in preparing annual budgets and financial reports, 

 ♦ supervising the annual program for roadway design, construction and 

maintenance, and 

 ♦ coordinating plans with adjacent counties and cities and with the Nebraska 

Department of Roads. 

 Additional information about the licensing program is available at the Nebraska 

Department of Roads, Government Affairs Division website, 

www.nebraskatransportation.org/localiaison/index.htm.   

#NDOR# 

For additional information contact: 
LeMoyne Schulz (402) 479-4436. 
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May 9, 2006 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Douglas County 

Wednesday, May 10, 2006 @ 11:00PM  
until  

Thursday, May 11, 2006 @ 6:00AM 
 

& 
 

Thursday, May 11, 2006 @ 11:00PM 
Until 

Friday, May 12, 2006 @ 6:00AM 
 
 

Weather Permitting  
 
 

 
Cuming Street will be Closed between 28th Street & 25th Street 

  Local Traffic Only. 

 
 
 
These closures are necessary for the removal of Bridge Deck forms.  
  
Hawkins Construction Company is the Contractor on this Project. 

 
 
 
 
For additional information contact: 

 
     Marvin Lech PE 
     District Construction Engineer 

 



 

  
May 9, 2006 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Information Open House May 23 for Improvements to I-680 at Omaha 
The Nebraska Department of Roads will hold an Information Open House on Tuesday, 

May 23, regarding construction along Interstate 680 planned for this summer and replacement of the 

Pacific Street Bridge over I-680 planned for next year.  The open house will be held from 5:00 to 

7:00 p.m., at the Regency Lodge, Alpine Room (2nd floor), 909 S. 107 Ave., in Omaha.  

One additional lane for southbound traffic will be constructed along I-680 between 

Pacific Street and West Center Road this year.  The construction work may require temporary 

closure of the Pacific Street southbound on-ramp to I-680.  Traffic will be maintained on I-680, but 

the construction zone will extend the length of the project and include the bridges over West Center 

Road. 

Replacement of the Pacific Street Bridge over I-680 next year will require temporary closure 

of Pacific Street.  Traffic will be detoured to other city streets.  As part of the project, one new 

auxiliary lane for westbound traffic on Pacific Street will be constructed from the southbound I-680 

exit ramp west to 114th Street. 

Neither the interstate widening project nor the Pacific Street Bridge project will require the 

purchase of private property for additional highway right-of-way. 

Personnel from the Department of Roads will be available to visit one-on-one about the 

project.  Displays will be available for public inspection, and NDOR personnel will receive comments 

and questions.  No formal presentation is planned. 

Preliminary plans will be available for review at the NDOR District 2 Office, 4425 S. 108th St., 

in Omaha, and at the Roadway Design Division, 1500 Highway 2, in Lincoln.  

 #NDOR# 

 
For additional information contact: 
Brian Johnson, Roadway Design Division in Lincoln, (402) 479-3990. 

NH-680-9(878A) 
NH-680-9(877) 
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May 11, 2006 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Information Open House May 25 for Improvements to Link 80F at Utica 

 The Nebraska Department of Roads will hold an Information Open House on Thursday, 

May 25, to gather public opinion about whether the state should pursue construction of a highway 

viaduct over the railroad tracks in Utica – a project requiring closure of the three at-grade railroad 

crossings in town.  The open house will be held from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m., in the Auditorium, 466 First 

Street, in Utica.  

 The proposed project on Nebraska Link 80F involves constructing a bridge over the BNSF 

railroad tracks.  The project requires closing the existing crossing of Link 80F and both crossings 

downtown on E Street and D Street. 

 Five potential locations for the highway overpass are under consideration.  One location is 

immediately west of Link 80F, three locations are farther west, and one is on the east side of town. 

 Acquisition of private property for use as highway right-of-way would be required.  A number 

of homes and other structures may be included in the acquisition.  Relinquishment of portions of the 

existing Link 80F to the village and to Seward County may be required. 

 Personnel from the Department of Roads will be available to visit one-on-one about the 

project.  Displays will be available for public inspection, and NDOR personnel will receive comments 

and questions.  No formal presentation is planned. 

 Preliminary plans will be available for review at the Planning and Project Development 

Division, NDOR Central Headquarters, 1500 Highway 2, in Lincoln. 

#NDOR# 

For additional information contact: 
Steve McBeth, Planning and Project Development Division in Lincoln, (402) 479-4417. 

 
NR555 
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