
 
 

October 1, 2007 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Douglas County, Nebraska & Pottawattame County, Iowa 

 
 

GOOD NEWS 
 
 

Effective Immediately 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Highway US-275/N-92 Bridge over the Missouri River 

(South Omaha Veterans Memorial Bridge) 
is now OPEN. 

 
Weight Restriction is limited to as Posted.  

Currently 5 Tons. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Cramer and Associates Inc. is the Contractor on this Project.  
 

 
 
 
 
For additional information contact: 

 
     Marvin Lech PE 
     District Construction Engineer 
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October 4, 2007 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Douglas County 

  
 

Friday, October 5, 2007 
 

Northbound 42nd Street Ramp to  
Eastbound Interstate 80 will OPEN. 

 
& 
 

 
Friday, October 5, 2007  

For  
Approximately One Month 

 
Southbound 42nd Street Loop to  

Eastbound Interstate 80 will be CLOSED. 

 
 

This Closure is necessary for the reconstruction of the Southbound 42nd Street Loop 
to Eastbound I-80. 
 
Hawkins Construction Company is the Contractor on this Project. 
 

For additional information contact: 
 
Marvin Lech PE 

     District Construction Engineer 

 



 
 

October 5, 2007 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Douglas County 

 
 

Saturday, October 6, 2007 
For 

Approximately One Year 
 
 

 
 

 

RAMP RESTRICTIONS 
 

13th Street Entrance Ramp to Westbound Interstate 480 
 will be Restricted to One Lane. 

 

& 
 

17th Street Entrance Ramp to Westbound Interstate 480  
will be Restricted to One Lane.  

 

& 
  

Westbound Interstate 480 Ramp to Northbound US-75  
will be Restricted to One Lane. 

  
 

 
 
These restrictions are necessary for retaining wall & pavement construction. 
 
 
Hawkins Construction Company is the Contractor on this Project. 

 
 
For additional information contact:      
Marvin Lech PE      
District Construction Engineer 

 



 
 

October 10, 2007 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Sarpy County 

 
Friday, October 12, 2007 @ 6:30AM  

Until  
Friday, October 12, 2007 @ 4:30PM 

 
Weather Permitting 

  
 

  
Hwy US-6/N-31 between Giles Road & Hwy N-370  

will be Closed to One Lane of Traffic.  
 

Flaggers will maintain traffic thru this construction zone.  
 

Motorists should be prepared to STOP.  
 

Motorists should expect additional travel time thru this area. 

 
 
 
 

This Lane Closure is necessary for the construction of Hwy US-6/N-31.  
 
Chas Vrana Construction Company is the Contractor on this project.  
 

 
 
 
 
For additional information contact: 

 
Marvin Lech PE 

     District Construction Engineer 

 



 
October 10, 2007 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Roads' Standards Board Meeting Slated for Kearney 

 The Board of Public Roads Classifications and Standards will meet at 9:00 a.m. on 

October 19, 2007, in the Great River Road Archway Conference Room, 3060 East 1st Street, 

Kearney.  

 The agenda includes: 

 ♦ Consideration of lifting the suspension of Highway Allocation Funds to the City of 

Osmond. 

 ♦ Addition of projects to the Burt, Gage and Pawnee Counties and the City of 

Beatrice and the Village of Miller One- and Six-Year Road and Street 

Improvement Plans. 

 ♦ State-Aid Bridge Fund applications from Cedar, Gage, Jefferson and Saline 

Counties. 

 Each year, the board holds one of its meetings away from Lincoln in order to better 

appreciate regional characteristics and perspectives.  Created in 1969, the board oversees 

annual construction planning and operations reporting for state and local highways, roads and 

streets.  The board also establishes minimum design construction and maintenance standards 

for functional classifications of public roadways, as part of Nebraska's commitment to provide 

management and operation of an integrated transportation system.  The eleven members 

represent counties, municipalities, the public at large and the Nebraska Department of Roads, 

and are appointed by the Governor. 

 The meeting is open to the public and will include an opportunity for comments from the 

audience. 

#NDOR# 

Detailed agenda as of October 10, 2007, below 
 
For additional information contact: 
LeMoyne D. Schulz (402) 479-4436. 
 
LDS/NR388 



Agenda 
for the Meeting of 

BOARD OF PUBLIC ROADS CLASSIFICATIONS AND STANDARDS 
October 19, 2007, 9:00 a.m. 

Great Platte River Road Archway Conference Room 
3060 East 1st Street, Kearney, Nebraska 

Call to Order – Chairperson 

Roll Call – Secretary 

Open Meetings Act, Agenda, Material provided by Board’s Secretary and Sign-in Sheet – 
Chairperson 

Community Welcome – Representatives of Buffalo County and the City of Kearney 

Changes to Published Agenda – Secretary 

Minutes of September 21, 2007 Meeting 

Status Report – 2006 – 2007 Standardized System of Annual Reports (NDOR, 93 County and 
530 Municipal reports received; 1 municipal report is delinquent) 

Update on suspension of Highway Allocation funds to the following Municipalities for failure to 
submit the 2006-2007 Standardized System of Annual reports in accordance with Neb.Rev.Stat. 39-
2120 and 39-2121 (Suspension initiated with the April 10, 2007 Highway Allocation Fund 
distribution; currently in the 7th month of suspension) 

Magnet Osmond 

Consideration of lifting suspension 

 Osmond (Report received 9/28/07) 

Funds in forfeiture 

 Magnet (Report was not received by the 10/1/07 deadline. The April through September 
Highway Allocation Funds are in forfeiture) 

Status Report – 2007-2008 Standardized System of Annual Reports (NDOR, 49 County and 
3 Municipal reports received) 

Status Report – 2007 One- and Six-Year Highway, Road, and Street Plan Submittals (NDOR, 
93 County and 531 Municipal plans received; one municipal submittal is incomplete) 

Update on suspension of Highway Allocation Funds to the following Municipality for failure to submit 
a complete 2007 One- and Six-Year Plan in accordance with Neb.Rev.Stat. 39-2117 and 39-2119  
(Suspension initiated with the October 10, 2007 Highway Allocation distribution) 
 Magnet 

Consideration of lifting suspension (None as of 10/10/07) 

2007 One- and Six-Year Highway Road, and Street Plan Revisions (5) (Number of projects in 
parentheses) 

A. Burt County (1) ) – Replace bridge with a bridge on a Local road 
B. Pawnee County (1) – Replace bridge with a box culvert on a Local road 
C. City of Beatrice (1) – Replace bridge with culverts on a Local street 
D. Gage County (1) – Replace concrete tile with a culvert on a Local road 
E. Village of Miller (1) – Grading and gravel surfacing on a Local street 

 

(OVER) 



BPR5-ZJ  October 10, 2007 

State-Aid Bridge Fund Applications (4) – Cedar, Gage, Jefferson and Saline Counties. Projects 
withdrew (2) – Furnas and Phelps Counties 

Update on termination/extension of proceedings for revision of regulations for Minimum Design 
Standards, 428 NAC2, Section 001 

Report of delivery of the Board’s findings in the Greely County matter 

Revision and Update of SSAR including going to electronic submission 

Other Business: 
• Local Officials’ Workshops, Fall 2007 
• Report on State and Federal Legislative issues 
• Reappointment/Replacement of Members Bauer, Pierce, Ruby, Tagge, Thieman, Vieregger 

and Wootton (Terms expire November 3, 2007; members serve until a successor is 
appointed) 

• Schedule of meetings for 2008 and Tentative Schedule for 2009 (For action at November 
meeting) 

Correspondence and General Information: 
• Miscellaneous Correspondence 

Comments from the Audience 

Acknowledgement of Hosts/Visitors 

Next Meeting:  November 16, 2007, 9:00 a.m., Nebraska Department of Roads' Central 
Headquarters Building Auditorium, 1500 Highway 2, Lincoln, Nebraska 

Adjournment 



 
October 12, 2007 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

“Safe Routes Nebraska” One of 22 Programs  
To Receive National Recognition 

Nebraska Department of Roads (NDOR) earned top marks recently from the director of 

the Safe Routes to School National Partnership and was praised for their program’s success in 

the fight to combat childhood obesity. 

Safe Routes Nebraska is one of only 22 programs to meet the four milestones 

established for state programs, according to Deb Hubsmith, director of the Safe Routes to 

School National Partnership, in written testimony to Congress Oct. 2.  She testified on the Safe 

Routes to School: 2007 State of the States Report to the Committee on Transportation and 

Infrastructure at a hearing on the Federal Safe Routes to School Program Subcommittee on 

Highways and Transit in Washington, D.C. 

The four milestones include hiring a full-time state program coordinator, establishing an 

advisory committee, releasing application deadlines to local communities and selecting and 

awarding funding for requested Safe Routes projects. 

Chairman Jim L. Oberstar of the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure said he 

is “pleased” with the progress programs such as Safe Routes Nebraska are making to improve 

children’s health safety. 

“I’ve learned that rarely do you get the opportunity to change the habits of an entire 

generation,” Oberstar said in a statement at the hearing.  “The Safe Routes to School program 

is our opportunity.  Increased safety, healthier lifestyles, a cleaner environment; in these many 

ways, we can instill in our children positive habits that will last a lifetime.” 

 

 

#MORE# 



Safe Routes Nebraska Program Recognized 

NDOR launched Safe Routes Nebraska in October 2006 and announced funds were 

available.  Within two months, more than 160 intent-to-apply forms were submitted requesting 

more than $18 million in funding for community or school programs.  In May 2007, after 

extensive review by the state’s advisory committee, NDOR awarded $2 million for 23 Safe 

Routes Nebraska projects across the state.  More than 80 applicants requested $8 million in 

September.  NDOR expects to announce award recipients in spring 2008. 

“Although funding is limited, the overwhelming response to the program reflects that 

Nebraskans are committed to improving children’s health,” said Kelly Morgan, Safe Routes 

Nebraska Program Coordinator.  “We are excited to help communities improve the health of 

Nebraska’s schoolchildren by promoting opportunities to build safer walking and biking routes.” 

To help potential applicants understand application requirements, Morgan and NDOR held 

workshops in Gering, Norfolk and Lincoln and met with educators at the Nebraska Council of 

School Administrators conference in Kearney. 

 “We wanted to ensure potential applicants understood the process and to provide them 

the tools to develop complete proposals,” Morgan said.  “Those areas of the state that didn’t 

receive funding last year received additional outreach.” 

Morgan said communities can also implement programs that don’t require funding.  Safe 

Routes Nebraska provides free resources and educational materials for communities to promote 

healthier living and safe walking and biking routes.  School administrators, community 

organizations and nonprofit agencies are encouraged to visit the Safe Routes Nebraska Web 

site at www.SafeRoutesNE.com to learn more about how to give kids a fun and safe way to 

incorporate exercise into their daily routines.  Resources for download include classroom 

activities, a rewards program guide, frequent walker and biker cards and brochures. 

What’s more, Safe Routes Nebraska has developed partnerships with other agencies 

that are working to improve children’s health, including Nebraska Department of Health and 

Human Services, the Nebraska Action for Healthy Kids and Keep Kids Alive Drive 25. 

 

 

#MORE# 



Safe Routes Nebraska Program Recognized 

 

“Laying the foundation to change the habits of an entire generation is a community effort.  

By working together to create an environment that allows children to walk and bike to school 

safely, we’re helping children live happier, healthier lives,” Morgan said. 

Safe Routes Nebraska is part of the National Safe Routes to School program.  Through 

the 2005 passage of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act - A 

Legacy For Users, known as SAFETEA-LU, Congress designated $612 million toward 

developing the National Safe Routes to School program.  Money is distributed to the Nebraska 

Department of Roads to fund education, planning and implementation of Safe Routes to School 

plans and programs. 

For more information about how to apply for Safe Routes Nebraska funding or 

implementing a program in your community or school, go to www.SafeRoutesNE.com. 

#NDOR# 

Contact:  
Kelly Morgan, Safe Routes Nebraska Program Coordinator, (402) 476-7331 
kmorgan@sinclairhille.com  
 
NR387 



 
 

October 16, 2007 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Douglas County 

 
Tuesday, October 16, 2007 @ 9:00PM 

Until 
Wednesday, October 17, 2007 @ 6:00AM 

 
Weather Permitting 

 
 

 
 

 
 Right Lane Closures on Eastbound Interstate 80  

between 60th Street & 42nd Street.  
 

 60th Street Entrance Ramp to Eastbound Interstate 80 will be Closed. 

 
 

 
 

These lane & ramp closures are necessary for pavement repairs.  
 
Chester Bross Construction Company is the Contractor on this project.  

 
 
 
 
 
For additional information contact: 

 
Marvin Lech PE 

     District Construction Engineer 

 



 
 

October 17, 2007 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Highway 34 Gets Turn Lane at Fletcher 

 Work is scheduled to begin October 22 at the intersection of Highway 34 and Fletcher 

Avenue, north of Lincoln, according to the Nebraska Department of Roads. 

 Dobson Brothers Construction Co. of Lincoln is constructing a right turn lane for 

northbound Highway 34 traffic onto Fletcher Avenue as part of the Highway 34, Lincoln West 

improvement project.  Motorists should watch for lane closures and signal outages during the 

course of this work.  Traffic will be controlled with flaggers during work hours.  Work is 

anticipated to be completed by late November. 

 The Department of Roads’ manager for this project is Ryan Hobelman of Lincoln. 

#NDOR# 

 

Contact: 
Ryan Hobelman in Lincoln (402) 471-0850, ext. 1134 
 
NR386 
 



 
 
October 19, 2007 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
State Highway Commission Monthly Agenda Announced 
 
 The State Highway Commission will hold its regular monthly meeting October 26, at 

10:00 a.m., in Room 103, at the Nebraska Department of Roads’ Central Headquarters, 

1500 Highway 2, in Lincoln.  This meeting is preceded by their educational briefing and 

discussion, which will also be held in the Highway Commission Room. 

 The public is invited to attend.  A copy of the meeting agenda can be obtained from the 

Executive Secretary for the Commission, Room 105, Nebraska Department of Roads’ Central 

Headquarters, Lincoln, Nebraska by calling (402) 479-4530 or by checking the NDOR website 

at www.dor.state.ne.us.   

#NDOR# 

 



(10-26-07)Hwy1-pb  Shirley Schafer, Executive Secretary 
  (402) 479-4530 

Nebraska State Highway Commission
Nebraska Department of Roads  Central Headquarters  1500 Hwy 2  Lincoln NE 68502

Agenda  

 
Duane W. Acklie 

 

 
Richard S. Reiser 

 

 
John F. Kingsbury 

 

 
Donna Wanitschke 

 

 
Doug Leafgreen 

 

 
Ronald W. Books 

 

 
Greg A. Wolford 

 

 
Jerome A. Fagerland 

 

Friday, October 26, 2007 
 

 

  8:30 a.m. Educational Briefing and Discussion – Highway Commission Room 103 
 10:00 a.m. Monthly Business Meeting Reconvenes, Rm 103 

Call to Order: Chair, Duane W. Acklie, District 1 

Roll Call 

Approval of September 2007 Meeting Minutes 

Introductions/Correspondence/Announcements: 
 The State Highway Commission meeting will be conducted in compliance with the Nebraska 

Statutes of the Open Meetings Act. For reference, the Open Meetings Act is posted on the back wall 
of the Commission Room 103. 

Old Business/New Business: 

Agenda Topic 
 An Introduction to UNL’s Nebraska Transportation Center and 
  The Regional University Transportation Center 
 Dr. Dean L. Sicking, UNL and Dr. Larry Rilett, UNL 
 Questions/Comments 

Project Approval 
 Lou Lenzen, Assistant Design Engineer, 
 Requests Access Control and Design for Project, 
 “Lincoln South Beltway”, 84th to 134th, C.N. 12578B 
 Questions/Comments/Commission Vote 

Public Input 

Public Meeting Schedule 
 November 6, 2007 (Books) November 13, 2007 (Wanitschke) 
 District Transportation Meeting “Wood River Viaduct”, C.N. 42032 
 Holiday Inn Express, North Platte, NE Public Open House, 4:00-6:00 p.m. 
 7:00 p.m. Wood River Elementary School, 
    Wood River, NE 
 November 7, 2007 (Wanitschke) 
 District Transportation Meeting 
 Community Room, Central City, NE 
 7:00 p.m. 

Adjournment 

Next Scheduled Meeting 
Friday, November 16, 2007  10:00 a.m. 

Nebraska Department of Roads’ Central Complex, Room 103 
Lincoln NE 68502 
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