
Notice of Highway Public Hearing 
“Rulo Bridge” 

December 2, 2008 
7:00-9:00 p.m. 

 
The Nebraska Department of Roads and the State Highway Commission, in 
cooperation with the Missouri Department of Transportation, will hold a public hearing 
regarding the design of a new Missouri River bridge on U.S. Highway 159.  The meeting 
for Project BRD-159-7(105), known as “Rulo Bridge,” will be held on December 2, 2008, 
7:00-9:00 p.m. at Camp Rulo River Club (Riverside off Stutsman & Ash Streets, south of 
US-159), in Rulo. 
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NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF ROADS 
NOTICE OF HIGHWAY PUBLIC HEARING 

 
Public Hearing 
December 2, 2008 
7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
Camp Rulo River Club 
(Riverside off Stutsman & Ash Streets, south of US-159) 
Rulo, Nebraska 
 
 The Nebraska Department of Roads (NDOR) and the Nebraska State Highway Commission, 
in cooperation with the Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT), will hold a public 
hearing regarding design of a new Missouri River bridge on US Highway 159.  The hearing, in a 
formal format, will be held at the Camp Rulo River Club, Rulo, Nebraska, December 2nd, 2008, 7-9 
pm.  Personnel from NDOR, MoDOT, and TranSystems Consulting Engineers will make 
presentations, answer questions, and receive statements or comments about the proposed project. 
 The public is also invited to an information open house which will be held at the same 
location from 3-5 p.m.  Designers and engineers will meet with the public one-on–one to answer 
questions.  Design information will be displayed at both events. 

The project, identified as BRD-159-7(105) Rulo Bridge, will provide a replacement for the 
existing historic bridge.  This proposed two-lane bridge is 2400 foot in length with a 40 foot wide 
clear roadway.  It will be built approximately 650 feet south of the existing structure.  The project 
will include new approach roadway alignments and surface pavement on US-159 in Rulo, 
Richardson County, Nebraska and Holt County, Missouri as well as the reconstruction of a portion 
of both First and Rouleau Streets in Rulo. 

The proposed design in Rulo includes the connection of Commercial Street traffic to US-159 
via Rouleau and First Streets.  The project will be constructed under traffic and a temporary road, or 
“shoo-fly,” will be used as a detour route around work zones.   
 Upon completion of construction, on the Nebraska side, the roadway between the Bridge 
Café and the bridge will be removed.  A new approach to the Bridge Café will be constructed from 
First Street.  On the Missouri side, the roadway from the bridge to the new highway alignment will 
be removed, except for one section connecting a county road that will be relinquished to Holt 
County, Missouri. 
 Acquisition of new right-of-way and temporary construction easements will be required 
throughout the length of the project.  Control of Access rights will also be purchased on both sides 
of US-159 from First Street to the new bridge. 
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 The project will require the purchase of four residences and two commercial buildings. One 
of the residences has been determined to be historic.  Relocation assistance will be provided under 
State and Federal guidelines.  Right of Way personnel will be available at the hearing to explain 
services and benefits and answer questions. 
 An Environmental Impact Statement was prepared for this project.  The Record of Decision 
was signed by Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) on January 11, 2006. This document is 
available for public review at the Nebraska Department of Roads Planning and Project 
Development Division, 1500 Highway 2, Lincoln, NE, and the Nebraska Division of the Federal 
Highway Administration, 100 Centennial Mall North, Lincoln, NE.  Copies will be available at this 
project meeting.  The project will impact two historic properties; mitigation will be completed 
consistent with the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) that has been developed.  Wetlands will be 
impacted. The Nebraska Department of Roads intends to provide required mitigation either along 
the project or at a wetland bank site. 
 The public hearing is being held to provide information and receive input regarding the 
project.  All citizens are invited to attend and present relevant comments and questions.  Audio 
recordings of the hearing proceeding will be made from which an official transcript will be made.  
Citizen comment sheets will be available at both the afternoon information meeting and the public 
hearing in the evening.  All written statements received within 14 days after the hearing will be 
entered into the official record.  Final design plans and right of way plans will be developed after 
this public hearing. 

__________________________________________________ 
 

 Where possible, the Department of Roads will provide an accessible meeting facility for 
disabled persons.  Appropriate provisions for people who are hearing or visually challenged or 
lacking English proficiency will be made if the Department is notified by November 18, 2008.  
Notification should be submitted to:  Greg Weinert, Public Hearings Officer, Nebraska Department 
of Roads, P.O. Box 94759, Lincoln, NE  68509-4759; greg.weinert@nebraska.gov; voice telephone 
(402) 479-4871, TDD telephone (402) 479-3834, Fax (402) 479-3989. 
 Preliminary plans are available for review at the Rulo Village Library, First Street and N-
159, 6:00-9:00 a.m. weekdays, or by contacting the Rulo Village Board, P.O. Box 216, Rulo, NE 
68431; the NDOR District One Main Office, 302 Superior Street, P.O. Box 94759, Lincoln, NE 
68521; and at the NDOR Roadway Design Division, 1500 Highway 2, Lincoln, NE.  Information 
regarding the project is available via the Highway Projects link on the NDOR internet website at 
www.transportation.nebraska.gov 
 For further information regarding the proposed project, contact Syed Ataullah, NDOR 
Roadway Design, (402) 479-4777. 

http://www.transportation.nebraska.gov/projects


News  Nebraska Department of Roads 

 www.transportation.nebraska.gov State Headquarters 
 1500 Highway 2 
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 Communication Office:  (402)479-4512 
 
November 6, 2008 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Highway Travel Affected in Western Nebraska by Weather 
 

 Interstate 80 eastbound is closed at Ogallala due to a motor vehicle crash that is 

blocking the roadway, according to the Nebraska Department of Roads. 

 Also, I-80 eastbound is CLOSED from Cheyenne to Sidney, due to blowing snow and 

multiple accidents.  I-80 westbound is CLOSED from Sidney to Kimball, due to blowing snow 

and multiple accidents.  Several highways between Scottsbluff and Alliance are also CLOSED 

due to blowing snow and multiple accidents. 

 Please be advised travel is NOT recommended north of Scottsbluff on Highway 71, 

north of Alliance on Highway 385 and on Highway 20 between Gordon and Harrison. 

#NDOR# 

Contact: 
Mary Jo Oie, Communication Division Manager, (402) 479-4512. 
 
NR170 



 

 
November 6, 2008 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Douglas County 
 

 

Friday, November 7, 2008 @ 11:00PM  
until  

Saturday, November 8, 2008 @ 6:00AM 
 

Weather Permitting 
 
 

Southbound US-75 (Kennedy Freeway) will be CLOSED 
at Interstate 80. 

 
Eastbound I-80 Ramp to Southbound US-75 will be CLOSED. 

 
Southbound I-480 Ramp to Southbound US-75 will be CLOSED. 

 
 Westbound I-80 Ramp to Southbound US-75 will be CLOSED.  

  
 
 

Marked Detours Provided: 
 
Eastbound I-80 to Southbound US-75 – 
Eastbound I-80 to 13th Street South to Fort Crook Rd. South to Chandler Rd. West to  
US-75 South. 
 
Southbound I-480 to Southbound US-75 – 
Southbound I-480 to I-80 East to 13th Street South to Fort Crook Rd. South to  
Chandler Rd. West to US-75 South. 
 
Westbound I-80 to Southbound US-75 – 
Westbound I-80 to 13th Street South to Fort Crook Rd. South to Chandler Rd. West to  
US-75 South. 
 

These closures are necessary for diamond grinding to remove bumps. 
 

Hawkins Construction Company is the Contractor on this Project. 
 
For additional information contact: 

 
     Marvin Lech PE 
     District Construction Engineer 



  



 

 
 

November 7, 2008 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Cass County, Nebraska & Mills County, Iowa 

 

GOOD NEWS 
 

Effective 
 

November 9, 2008 @ 6:00AM  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

PLATTSMOUTH 
 

Highway US-34 Bridge over the Missouri River  
will be OPEN.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hawkins Construction Company is the Contractor on this Project. 
 

 
 
 
 
For additional information contact: 

 
Timothy W. Weander PE 
District Engineer 
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November 7, 2008 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
Hwy. 79 from Raymond Road to U.S. 34 will Open Today 
 
 Good news for some motorists traveling to tomorrow’s Huskers’ home game in Lincoln.  

Highway 79 from Raymond Road south to U.S. 34 will be open for traffic after 4:00 p.m. today, 

according to the Nebraska Department of Roads. 

 Minor work will continue until June of next year.  Traffic will be maintained for the 

duration of the remaining work. 

 Dobson Bros. Construction is the contractor for the project. 

#NDOR# 

Contact: 
Joe Kuehn, NDOR Project Manager, (402) 471-0850. 
 
NR169 
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November 12, 2008 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
I-80 Crack Sealing, Lincoln to Utica 
 

 Crack sealing has begun on Interstate 80 between Lincoln and the Utica interchange, 

according to the Nebraska Department of Roads. 

 Traffic will be maintained with lane restrictions and reduced speed limits.  Lane closures 

will occur from one-half hour after sunrise to just before sunset.  Work is expected to last about 

two months, depending on weather conditions. 

 Interstate Improvements of Faribault, Minnesota, is the contractor for this work.  The 

Department of Roads’ Manager for this project is Jason Volz. 

 Motorists are urged to watch for directional signs, and to drive safely through 

construction work zones. 

#NDOR# 

Contact: 
Jason Volz, (402) 471-0850, ext. 1783 
 
NR168 
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November 12, 2008 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
New Highway and Street Superintendents Licensed 
 Lincoln – 5 persons successfully completed the October 3, 2008 examination, and are now 

licensed by the Board of Examiners for County Highway and City Street Superintendents. 

 Licensed as City Street Superintendents are Casey Dahlgrin of Gering and Jimmy Meyer of 

Grand Island. 

 Licensed as County Highway Superintendents are Cindy Buescher of Lawrence, Tony 

Stobbe of Ashton, and Terry Wicht of Grand Island. 

 Dahlgrin is a Street Foreman for the City of Gering; Meyer is an Accounting Technician for 

the City of Grand Island; Buescher is the Executive Secretary for the Nuckolls County Road 

Department; Stobbe is a Heavy Equipment Operator for the Sherman County Road Department; and 

Wicht is the Sign Supervisor for the Hall County Public Works Department. 

 The next examination will be held April 3, 2009 with an application deadline of February 9, 

2009.  Applications can be obtained by contacting the Board of Examiners, P.O. Box 94759, Lincoln, 

Nebraska 68509, (402) 479-4431, and by consulting the website listed below. 

 Also recently licensed was: 

 Randall Hoskins, of Lincoln, licensed as a City Street Superintendent.  Hoskins is the 

Assistant City Engineer for the City of Lincoln.  Registered Professional Engineers (P.E.) are 

licensed by equivalency. 

 Superintendents are qualified to administer city and county street and road programs, 

including: 

• preparing one- and six-year improvements plans, 
• assisting in preparing annual budgets and financial reports, 
• supervising the annual program for roadway design, construction and 
 maintenance, and 
• coordinating plans with adjacent counties and cities and with the Nebraska 
 Department of Roads. 

 Additional information about the licensing program is available at the Nebraska Department 

of Roads, Local Projects Section website, www.transportation.nebraska.gov/gov-aff/downloads.htm  

#NDOR# 

For additional information contact: 
LeMoyne Schulz (402) 479-4436 
NR171 
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