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From the Director

Some Good Books I Have Read
By John L. Craig

Director, Nebraska Department of Roads

As with most people, I have retained certain books from
college and during my career. Two books, “Engineering
Economy” and “Technique of Financial Analysis” have found
a more prominent position on my bookshelf. These are
primarily for reference. From another perspective, I have
relearned the value of letting good books “mentor” me.
They have a way of improving and changing my thinking.
In effect, they challenge me and that helps. 

As a result, in no particular order, I thought I would mention some of the better
books I have read over the past year or so. Few speak of transportation, but they
all can be related to our business. There are many themes from these books. I will
attempt to mention a few, in brief remarks on each, but there are two themes
that seem to stretch across all of them: (1) Basic human nature has not changed
throughout recorded history; and (2) Innovation is increasingly replacing tradition
as increased globalization occurs.

“The Lexus and the Olive Tree” by Thomas L. Friedman. Although I am
currently only halfway through this book, it is a great read. This book is about
the globalization that has resulted from near instantaneous communication via
cell phones, internet, and other technologies that now tie even the most remote
locations into one world. Innovation, and the competitive forces it generates, is
the essence of global economics.

“Good to Great” by Jim Collins. Probably the best book I have ever read on the
very best organizations. The author develops a “fly-wheel” analogy to describe
how organizations have moved from good to great. They did not do it overnight,
through one great idea, or one great innovation. They became great through
continuous improvement, selfless activity, sheer will, and “having the right people
on the bus.” This is one of my “touchstones” for the Department of Roads, that we
must continue to press forward and provide the highest level of service possible
to the traveling public with the resources we have.

“If Aristotle Ran General Motors” (the new soul of business) by Tom Morris.
I’ve heard of this book for some time and found it a terrific read. Tom Morris
methodically describes how little, if anything, in human nature has changed since
Socrates, Plato and Aristotle. Morris builds the compelling case that excellence of
any kind is built on four virtues that Aristotle described over two thousand years
ago—Truth, Beauty, Goodness, and Unity. This has great implications for
individuals, society(s) and organizations, including the Department of Roads.

“Lincoln on Leadership” by Donald T. Phillips. It could be argued that no
U.S. President had a greater leadership challenge than Abraham Lincoln. There is
no practical way to summarize this book or the complex nature of Lincoln. In my
opinion, this book illustrates Lincoln’s inherent ability to use simple truths about
human nature. In this case, under the most trying of times, Lincoln’s unassuming
manner coupled with his sheer force of will literally saved the Union. A must read
for those leaders in tough times or not.

“John Adams” by David McCullough. Adams was once a road commissioner but
that’s the extent of connection to transportation. However, this book is based on
personal insights into the founding of our republic and the implementation of our
democratic form of government. Little has really changed since then. This insight
is made available through a restored treasure of very personal letters and
correspondence between John Adams and his wife, Abigail. McCullough really
captured that, once again, basic human nature has not changed. What’s more, the
nature of our political institutions (even in Nebraska) basically remain the same. 

John L. Craig

(see Good Books on page 14)
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With this year’s construction

season underway, last year’s

projects may seem a distant

memory to most NDOR

construction workers, mainte-

nance workers and contractors’

employees. But the improvements

will be appreciated by motorists

for many years to come.

One of those projects involved work
on two bridges on Highway 34 in the
Seward area, according to Department
of Roads District 1 Project Manager
Jim England. Hawkins Construction
Company, of Omaha, had the
$1,671,822 contract for grading,
culverts, a box culvert, bridge work,
concrete paving, asphalt shoulders,
guard rail, seeding and erosion
control. Work also included replacing
the roadway and
surfaced shoulders.

The Plum Street
Bridge was removed
and replaced with a
three-span inverted
TEE design bridge to
avoid flooding in this
area. The bridge over
Middle Creek was also
replaced with an

inverted TEE bridge. The inverted TEE
bridge takes its name from the
prestressed bridge girder that
supports the deck, which is in the
shape of an upside-down “T.”

Previously, the Middle Creek Bridge
was a concrete slab on a wooden
piling. Both Plum Creek Bridge and
Middle Creek Bridge were widened to
accommodate shoulders and guard
rails. 

A bike path was built under the
Plum Creek Bridge and connected to a
bike path that ran along Plum Creek.
The bike path begins at Plum Creek
Park and runs along Plum Creek for
four-plus miles to the water treatment
plant on Columbia Street. 

Work on the Middle Creek Bridge
was completed under traffic, but

removal of the Plum Creek Bridge
required a detour. The Bemis Street
intersection, at the northwest end of
the project, was also improved. The
work decreased the risk of flooding
and increased sight distance in the
area. In addition, a driveway and
fence were provided for a historical
marker recognizing this as the site of
the first homestead in Seward County. 

“Many motorists were anxious for
the Plum Creek Bridge to open,”
England said, “but people compli-
mented the work when it was done.”

Roger Grant and Mark Osborn,
both of Roadway Design, were the
designers on the project. Walter
Rutherford, Bridge Division, designed
both bridges. Tim Yates and Brion
Perry, from District 1, were the

department’s inspectors for
this project. Kristi
Van Ooyen, Bridge Division,
helped supervise the
construction of both the
Plum Creek Bridge and the
Middle Creek Bridge.

“Van Ooyen’s assistance
with the construction of
these bridges was greatly
appreciated,” England said. ◆

Seward Hwy. 34 Bridge

Improvements Welcomed

Plum Creek Bridge, top, and Middle
Creek Bridge, left, were completed
last year on Highway 34 in the
Seward area. A bike path was built
beneath the Plum Creek Bridge.
Photos by Brion Perry and Jim England
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The Nebraska Department of Roads

has installed and activated an auto-
mated work-zone system on a major
construction project along I-80 in the
Omaha area, according to Wallace
Heyen, NDOR Signing and Marking
Engineer. Located just east of the
Platte River to Nebraska Highway
370, the system utilizes state-of-the-
art technology aimed at improving
work-zone safety and efficiency.

Heyen said the system is designed
to collect real-time data in the I-80
six-lane reconstruction project work
zone between Ruff Road and
Highway 370. Electronic detectors are
in place to measure the speed of
traffic. The information from the
detectors is sent to a central computer
system and then relayed to
changeable message signs (CMS),
alerting motorists of delays and
advising them to slow down or take
alternate routes.

There are 21 CMS boards and nine
detectors in place along the nine-mile
project and as far west as the Waverly
I-80 Interchange. According to Heyen,
by locating some CMS sites outside
the work zone and near the detour
route on U.S. Highway 6, if any slow-
downs or stoppages of traffic are

detected 20 miles down the road,
motorists can be directed away from
the problem area as soon as possible
and onto the detour route. 

In addition to the detectors and
CMS signs, Heyen said two mobile
camera units are located along the
project to provide real-time viewing
on an Internet website. By clicking on
one of the CMS boards on the website
map and following the color-coded
instructions on the key, the viewer
may find the current range for the
speed of traffic. The website address
is www.nebraskaI80construction.com.
A link to the website is also
located on the NDOR website,
www.nebraskatransportation.org.

Heyen said the automated work-
zone system will be operational
around-the-clock during the construc-
tion season. At the end of the season,
it will be removed from the con-
struction work zone. The system will
be remobilized the following spring.
Watts Electric of Lincoln, Nebraska,
has the $400,000 contract for this
initial “smart” work-zone project.

The main goal of the “smart” work-
zone technology is to reduce to zero
the number of rear-end crashes within
the construction work zone, Heyen

noted. In addition, motorists are
provided a timesaving tool to plan
their travel route, avoiding delays and
potentially dangerous situations.
According to Heyen, the automated
work-zone systems have proven
successful in many other states,
including a similar system currently
operating in North Carolina. ◆

Road
Work

Ahead
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“Smart” Work Zones on

I-80 in the Omaha Area

Governor Proclaims

“Bike-to-Work Week”
Governor Mike Johanns signed a proclamation designating
May 16-22 “Bike-to-Work Week.” The proclamation was
made in an effort to promote health and reduce obesity, as
well as promote greater awareness of bicycle operation
and safety education in an effort to reduce accidents,
injuries and fatalities. Ron Schlautman, NDOR State
Bike/Pedestrian Coordinator, attended the ceremony. State
Wellness Team members who helped initiate the
proclamation signing included Sandy Taulborg, DOL, Bruce
Rowe, HHSS and Michael Boden, HR at DAS. 

�

This mobile camera, pointed toward west-
bound I-80 traffic near the Gretna interchange,
provides real-time traffic viewing on NDOR’s
website. It is part of an automated work-zone
system on the I-80 six-lane reconstruction
project in the Omaha area.

When You’re in
the Driver’s Seat—

You Make
the Difference!

Drive Smart in
Work Zones.
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NDOR recently received two awards for development and

implementation of NECTAR (Nebraska Enterprise Centerline
Transportation Attribute Resource), a web-based Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) tool to provide employees with
user-friendly access to current transportation-related
information. 

On March 29, NDOR was one of five state/provisional
transportation agencies recognized by Intergraph Mapping
and Geospatial Solutions with the 2004 GeoSpatial
Innovations In Transportation Award. Dick Genrich, GIS
Manager, accepted the award on behalf of the department at
the 17th Annual GeoSpatial Information
Systems for Transportation Symposium
held in Rapid City, South Dakota. 

The award is presented to trans-
portation organizations that have
implemented innovative solutions
illustrating the benefits of geospatial
technology in support of the organization and the public
they serve. Intergraph Mapping and Geospatial Solutions is
a leading geospatial solutions provider. 

On May 17, NDOR was honored by the Nebraska GIS/LIS
Association with the 2004 Coordination/Management Award
for the NECTAR application. Genrich accepted the award at
the association’s annual meeting in Hastings. 

The Coordination/Management Award was created to
highlight outstanding examples of Geographic Information
Systems management and/or coordination. The Nebraska
GIS/LIS Association is a non-profit organization of Nebraska
professionals involved in GIS, remote sensing, GPS and
related technologies. Their awards recognize individuals and
teams across the state of Nebraska for their outstanding/

exemplary work and contributions to the GIS community in
development of geographic information and tools.

NECTAR is a decision-support tool, which allows the user
to query multiple databases and map the results. Reports
may also be generated using the data. Dick Genrich, GIS
Manager, designed the application and GIS Analyst, Michael
Niedermeyer in cooperation with the IS Division
Data/DataBase Administration Unit, in particular Pat Hans
developed the NECTAR project, which was implemented in
July 2003 on the NDOR Intranet.

GIS Manager Dick Genrich designed the application.
GIS Analyst Michael Niedermeyer, in cooperation with the
Information Systems Division Data/Database Administration
Unit—in particular Pat Hans—developed the NECTAR
project, which was implemented in July 2003 on the NDOR
Intranet. ◆

Dick Genrich, GIS Manager, left, and Michael Niedermeyer, GIS Analyst,
are shown with two awards received recently by NDOR for develop-
ment and implementation of the NECTAR Enterprise Web Portal.
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NDOR’s NECTAR Garners Two Awards

By Denise Wallman
Adopt-a-Highway Program Manager

On what was likely one of the windiest days in
April, over 6,500 Adopt-a-Highway volunteers
helped launch the 2004 Great Nebraska Trash-Off,
sponsored by the Nebraska Department of Roads.
This year’s Trash-Off began April 17 and ended
April 24. Approximately 463 dedicated Adopt-a-
Highway groups demonstrated their commitment
to keep Nebraska roadsides clean and litter-free.

In the past 14 years, the Adopt-a-Highway
program has grown to cover about one-quarter of
the State’s 10,000 miles of roads. Currently 1,379
groups have adopted a section of Nebraska
roadsides as their own. Ten members from Midwest Covenant Home in Stromsburg

take a break after picking up litter that filled 11 trash bags.
They also picked up one wood pallet and two pieces of sheet
rock along their adopted section of Highway 81.

Trash-0ff Volunteers Clear Roadsides



A Rewarding Thought

“Good treatment of workers
results in similar

treatment of customers.”
- Todd Englander, Incentive

Brought to you by the Rewards
& Recognition Agency Panel.

Nomination forms can be found at
http://www.dor.state.ne.us on the

Human Resources page.
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Rewards & Recognition
January, February, March 2004

Employees & Managers of the Quarter

Employees Managers

District 1
Scott Agena Robert J. Rice
Hwy. Maintenance Crew Chief Hwy. Maintenance Supvr.
Greenwood Nebraska City

District 2
Gaylen Bratka Marty Weander
Hwy. Construction Tech II Hwy. Project Manager
Omaha Omaha

District 3
Dave Koch Lloyd Peterson
Hwy. Maintenance Worker Sr. Hwy. Maintenance Supvr.
Obert South Sioux City

District 4
Larry Philbrick Steve Ptacek
Hwy. Maintenance Worker Sr. Hwy. Maintenance Supvr.
Ord Osceola

District 5
John Hajek Dennis Custer
Auto/Diesel Mechanic Hwy. Project Manager
Sidney Bridgeport

District 6
Leroy Lindner None
Hwy. Maintenance Worker Sr.
Broken Bow

District 7
Allen Dold Terry Einspahr
Auto/Diesel Mechanic Hwy. Maintenance Supvr.
McCook McCook

District 8
Stuart Hopper None
Hwy. Maintenance Worker Sr.
Merriman

Central Headquarters
Audrey Honeycutt Christy Hutt
IT Infrastructure Support Analyst Lead Supply Manager
Lincoln Lincoln

Linda Langdale Robert Rea
Accounting Clerk I Engineer V
Lincoln Lincoln

Service Awards
Congratulations to these dedi-
cated individuals for their work
and continued service with the
Department of Roads. They
celebrate their service dates
in June and July.

40 Years
Rodney Ahrndt, District 3
Thomas Morehead, District 1
Marvin Lech, District 2

30 Years
David Brokaw, Materials & Research
Joel Henopp, District 2
Jaimie Huber, Operations & Maintenance
Henry Kral, District 4
Warren Racely, District 3

20 Years
Matthew Boone, District 2
Karl Burns, District 2
Todd Cecrle, District 1
Patricia Dunkin, District 5
Terry Einspahr, District 7
Lori Ellison, Communication
Brent Greever, Right-of-Way
Barry Hergenrader, District 1
Agnes Masek, Construction
Robert Rutt, Logistics
Dean Schwartz, District 3
Ron Slepicka, Roadway Design
Phillip Sloup, Roadway Design
David Watkins, Construction

10 Years
Stephen Darnall, District 7
Terry Holman, Bridge
Eileen O’Keefe, Right-of-Way
Franklin Piper, District 5
Andre Sahele, Roadway Design
Brian Schommer, District 3
Mick Syslo, Roadway Design
Donna Vice, District 3



I

This is the third in a series of articles
featuring performance measures of
the Nebraska Department of Roads. 

In February of 1995, as part of the
Department of Roads’ Quality Improve-
ment Program, a Measurement Organi-
zational Improvement Team was
chartered by a Quality Council.
Members of the team included Steve
Maraman, Moe Jamshidi, Chuck Sonday,
Tom Goodbarn, Laird Weishahn, Sam
Prieb, Bill Parrish and Larry Gregg.

The charter for this
team was: “To establish
an effective method of
measuring progress in
attaining the depart-
ment’s mission, vision
and values, which
include measuring
internal and external
customer satisfaction.”

In March of 1997,
the Quality Council
adopted twenty-five
performance measures
under six “critical areas”: Safety,
Planning, Construction, Human
Resources, Financial, and Customer
Satisfaction. Today, the department
has nineteen performance measures
categorized into five areas: Safety,
Construction Administration, Program
Delivery, Systems Management, and
Quality.

The performance measure identified
in the Performance Measures Report as
“P2” involves the measurement of the
ability to let projects identified in the
Five-Year Program, which is the
department’s five-year schedule of
highway improvement projects. This
measurement monitors the delivery of
projects to the public.

According to Roger Winkelhake,
Project Scheduling & Program Manage-
ment Engineer, the department’s
performance reflects our promise to the
public to actually deliver those projects
within a five-year timeframe. He noted

that projects listed in the one-year
program of NDOR’s Surface Trans-
portation Program Book are more of a
short-term planning program, with a
promise of construction projects that
will be let to contract at the end of the
fiscal year for each district. Projects
listed in the five-year program involve
a lot more variables that could affect
whether they are completed. For
example, Winkelhake said priorities may
change over the five years regarding
which projects get completed first. Or

the method of fixing the roadway may
change, perhaps shifting emphasis from
system enhancement to system
preservation.

After the fifth year is ended, the
program book is used to analyze what
percentage of projects listed was let to
contract. According to Winkelhake, the
goal for five-year program periods 1994
to 2000 was to let 65 percent of projects
contained in the program. That goal
was increased to 70 percent for
subsequent programs, reflecting a more
conservative approach to the number
of projects and dollar volume shown in
the program book.

Winkelhake said the goal has been
exceeded each year since the tracking
began in 1998, with 77 percent of
projects let to contract for the past two
years (FY1998-FY2002 and FY1999-
FY2003). 

“The measurement started at
67 percent in 1998 and gradually went
up and leveled off at 77 percent in 2003.

That’s probably about where it’s going
to stay. The trend has been upward, but
because there are so many factors that
could vary from year to year on
establishing priorities, that trend could
change. Some major factors include
available funding, weather conditions
that can affect pavement condition,
development of higher priority for
certain projects over others and
public input.”

When all these factors are considered,
Winkelhake said the goal could

probably be
increased to
75 percent in the
future. He noted,
“When we’ve
delivered three-
fourths of the
projects on the five-
year program list,
that is a pretty good
record to maintain.
Likewise, when the
public can see one of

their projects on the list and they know
there is at least a 75 percent chance it
will be done in five years, that’s a
positive outcome.” 

Winkelhake noted this performance
measurement has been a success
because of the hard work of all
Department of Roads employees
involved with the pre-construction
delivery of projects. ◆
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Performance Measure: “Percentage of Projects

in the Five-Year Program Let to Contract”

Districts/Contractors Commended
for Timely Completion of Projects
The April/May Roadrunner featured
the performance measure “Percentage
of Projects Completed Within Days
Allowed.” Claude Oie, state
Construction Engineer, would like
to recognize the districts and the
contractors for their contribution in
assuring that projects get done on
time. Insuring the completion of a
project on time is a cooperative effort
by both the district and the contractor.

5-Year Publication No. of Projects No. of Projects % of Projects
Program Period Year in 5-Year Program Let to Contract Let to Contract

1994-1998 1993 485 326 67%

1995-1999 1994 436 291 67%

1996-2000 1995 448 309.5 69%

1997-2001 1996 415 306 74%

1998-2002 1997 428 329 77%

1999-2003 1998 406 312 77%

Performance Data



Nine overhead electronic message

boards, similar to those used on

the Omaha freeways, will soon be

operational on Interstate 80 in

western Nebraska, according to

Steve Garbe, NDOR Transporta-

tion Technology Engineer. 

For the most part, construction
activities have been completed and
the signs are in place. Specially
trained NDOR staff based in
Bridgeport, North Platte and Grand
Island will be responsible for the
operation of the giant message boards.
After testing and barring unforeseen
complications, the devices will be in
use for the summer driving season.
Message boards are located on I-80 in
Kimball, Cheyenne, Deuel, Keith,
Buffalo and Hall Counties.

Nebraska’s Traveler

Information System Grows

The new message boards will join
other recent advances in Nebraska’s
effort to develop new means to deliver
timely information to motorists,
including the Nebraska 511 traveler
information number. Officials expect
to roll out other new ways of
communicating timely information to
the public soon. One coming

innovation is a dynamic Internet-
accessible map that will display
changing conditions on the 10,000-
mile Nebraska state highway system.

Traffic cameras are currently being
tested along the interstate corridor
and will become another tool in
Nebraska’s strategy to use other types
of traveler information-based media to
convey accurate and timely
information to the traveling public.
Video images can provide valuable
information to system operators and
travelers alike. The additional level of
detail provided by Closed Circuit
Television (CCTV) will allow system
managers to identify and react to
emerging situations in real-time; while
travelers will benefit in other ways,
including having better information to
make better travel decisions.

Message Content

will be Limited

Western Nebraska’s new electronic
message boards will not carry general
public information or nonessential
messages but are limited to traffic
control, and informing motorists of
roadway conditions and action
required. Messages will be limited to
managing travel, controlling and
diverting traffic, identifying current

and anticipated roadway conditions,
or limiting access to particular lanes or
the entire roadway. The signs may be
used on a limited basis for driver
safety messages that must be of short
duration, and relate to a specific safety
campaign. ◆

Child Abduction Messages
and the Nebraska 

Amber Plan Program
The display of child abduction messages
on the message boards is acceptable
under very specific circumstances.

➤ Confirmation that a child has been
abducted.

➤ Belief that the circumstances
surrounding the abduction indicate
that the child is in serious danger.

➤ Enough descriptive information about
the child, abductor, and/or suspect’s
vehicle to believe that an immediate
broadcast alert will help.

➤ All law enforcement agencies must
contact the Nebraska State Patrol
before NDOR will post a child
abduction message. NDOR will not
post a child abduction message
that has not met the criteria and
procedures established by the
Nebraska Amber Plan Program
and the Nebraska State Patrol.
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Western Nebraska Electronic
Message Boards Operational Soon

Photo by Roger Klasna

This overhead electronic message board,
located near Big Springs, is one of nine
boards recently installed along Interstate 80
in western Nebraska.
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Job Directory
NDOR Highway Improvement Projects Currently Under Contract as of 5/25/04

Location
Work Description
Prime Contractor

District 1
Greenwood Northeast
Br
L.J. Webb Contractor, Inc.
Cowles, Scott   (402)443-4661
$331,151.48

Bellwood Northwest
Br
A.M. Cohron & Son, Inc.
Cowles, Scott   (402)443-4661
$302,044.15
Sprague East
Br
Elk Horn Construction Co.
Dearmont, Virgil   (402)441-7681
$386,638.50
Swanton Spur
Gr, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Endorf, Dennis   (402)729-3489
$1,069,468.87
Plymouth West
Gr, Agg, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Endorf, Dennis   (402)729-3489
$2,195,867.38
Branched Oak Lake
Gr, Culv, Seed, Bit
Constructors, Inc.
England, Jim   (402)471-0850
$1,110,262.45
I-80 @ Beaver Crossing Interchange
Br
Herbst Construction, Inc.
England, Jim   (402)471-0850
$87,513.50
I-80 @ Goehner Interchange
Br
Herbst Construction, Inc.
England, Jim   (402)471-0850
$62,567.00
Odell East & West
Gr, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Constructors, Inc.
Habegger, Michael   (402)335-4131
$2,480,272.98
Odell Southwest
Bit
Constructors, Inc.
Habegger, Michael   (402)335-4131
$230,553.20
Liberty Spur East
Gr, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Constructors, Inc.
Habegger, Michael   (402)335-4131
$1,278,236.26

Turkey Creek Channel
Gr
NegUS-Sons, Inc.
Habegger, Michael   (402)335-4131
$67,190.00
Cook Southeast
Gr, Br, Gdrl
L.J. Webb Contractor, Inc.
Hitzeman, Don   (402)335-4131
$374,089.58
Palmyra Maintenance Facilty
Palmyra Maintenance Facility
Rogge General Contractors, Inc.
Hitzeman, Don   (402)335-4131
$1,362,000.00
Lorton Southeast
Gr, Culv
Commercial Contractors
Equipment, Inc.
Hitzeman, Don   (402)335-4131
$301,563.45
In Peru
Culv
TCW Construction, Inc.
Hitzeman, Don   (402)335-4131
$313,731.31
Brock - Lorton
Bit
Dobson Bros. Construction Co. 

& Affiliates
Hitzeman, Don   (402)335-4131
$562,371.66
Dunbar South
Bit
Dobson Bros. Construction Co. 

& Affiliates
Hitzeman, Don   (402)335-4131
$424,754.46
Cornhusker Hwy. Interchange
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl, 

Fence, Elec, Sign
Constructors, Inc.
Holak, Hugh   (402)471-0850
$11,870,599.65
Oak Creek Bridges
Gr, ConPav, Br
Capital Contractors, Inc.
Holak, Hugh   (402)471-0850
$2,718,850.13
I-80 Over Cornhusker Hwy. 

& BNSF Railroad
Gr, ConPav, Br
Capital Contractors, Inc.
Holak, Hugh   (402)471-0850
$3,871,249.32
I-80 to Cornhusker Hwy.
Bit
Pavers Companies
Knutson, Dewaine   (402)471-0850
$1,295,200.00
Nebraska City Northwest
Gr, Br, Gdrl
L.J. Webb Contractor, Inc.
Lane, Chris   (402)483-5466
$415,480.48
Fairbury Northwest
Br
A.M. Cohron & Son, Inc.
Lane, Chris   (402)483-5466
$646,289.05
Friend South
Culv
TCW Construction, Inc.
Lane, Chris   (402)483-5466
$93,523.69

Pawnee City Southwest
Br
L.J. Webb Contractor, Inc.
Manning, Ryan   (402)421-1717
$340,195.65
Salem South
Gr, Culv, Br, Gdrl
Elk Horn Construction Co.
Mueller, Gerald   (402)335-4131
$463,664.25
Julian North & South
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, Elec
Dobson Bros. Construction Co. 

& Affiliates
Mueller, Gerald   (402)335-4131
$12,645,541.65
Friend - Milford
Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Niazi, Babrak   (402)471-0850
$1,351,028.45
Abie - N-15
Gr, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Constructors, Inc.
Niazi, Babrak   (402)471-0850
$2,294,861.05
Prague South
Br, Gdrl
Constructors, Inc.
Niazi, Babrak   (402)471-0850
$56,781.16
Milford East
Gr, Br, Gdrl
A.M. Cohron & Son, Inc.
Niazi, Babrak   (402)471-0850
$655,054.08
Hickman North
Gr, Culv, Seed, Bit
Pavers Companies
Plouzek, Jim   (402)441-7681
$1,329,000.01
Crete - Dorchester
Gr, Culv, Seed, Gdrl, Bit
Constructors, Inc.
Preble, Rodger   (402)471-0850
$3,724,708.35
Palmyra - Unadilla
Landscaping
D.F. Lanoha Landscape Nursery, Inc.
Preble, Rodger   (402)471-0850
$107,400.00
Ceresco - Wahoo
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, 

Br, Gdrl, Elec
Dobson Bros. Construction Co. 

& Affiliates
Sanburn, Bob   (402)471-0850
$13,765,215.42

Lewis & Clark Access Road
Gr, Culv, Elec, Bit
Henningsen Const., Inc.
Sidiqi, Abdul   (402)471-0850
$499,367.53
Union West
Specialty
Monarch Oil, Inc.
Sidiqi, Abdul   (402)471-0850
$125,058.12
250th St. Intersection Near Ashland
Bit
Pavers Companies
Sidiqi, Abdul   (402)471-0850
$179,900.00

Dwight Southwest
Br
Dixon Construction Co.
Traudt, Bob   (402)471-0850
$256,464.55
Seward Northwest
Br
Elk Horn Construction Co.
Traudt, Bob   (402)471-0850
$577,324.62
Endicott West
Gr, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Vandegrift, Allen   (402)729-3489
$1,377,317.97
Fairbury - Jansen
Seed, Gdrl, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Vandegrift, Allen   (402)729-3489
$1,843,308.35
Fairbury North
Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Vandegrift, Allen   (402)729-3489
$1,837,520.85
Lincoln Surveyors Building
Lincoln Surveyors Building
Rogge General Contractors, Inc.
Wood, Glenda   (402)479-4498
$658,029.00

District 2
West Dodge Bridge Over I-680
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, Br, 

Gdrl, Fence, Elec, Sign
Chas. Vrana & Son Constr. Co.
Baehr, Dennis   (402)595-2534
$15,694,829.63
174 St. - 198 St., Omaha
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, 

Br, Gdrl, Fence, Elec, Sign
Chas. Vrana & Son Constr. Co.
Baratta, Joseph   (402)595-2534
$15,703,247.66
Blair - Kennard
Gr, Culv, Br, Gdrl, Elec, Bit
Luxa Construction Co., Inc.
Brown, Darin G   (402)727-3292
$4,244,619.96
Maple St. - Fort St., Omaha
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, 

Br, Gdrl, Fence, Elec, Sign
Chas. Vrana & Son Constr. Co.
Farivari, Mo   (402)595-2534
$15,416,759.67
Bridge Over I-680 @ Sprague St.
Gr, Br
Chas. Vrana & Son Constr. Co.
Farivari, Mo   (402)595-2534
$1,094,339.95
N-370 to N-50
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, 

Br, Gdrl, Fence, Elec, Sign
Hawkins Construction Co.
Fisher, Rick   (402)595-2534
$18,862,392.57
N-370 to Ruff Road
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, 

Gdrl, Fence, Elec, Sign
Hawkins Construction Co.
Fisher, Rick   (402)595-2534
$39,143,149.79

Key:
Aggregate - Agg
Bituminous - Bit
Bridge - Br
Building - Bldg
Concrete Pavement - ConPav
Culverts - Culv
Electrical - Elec
Grading - Gr
Guardrail - Gdrl
Seeding - Seed
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Automated Work Zone System
Speciality
Watts Electric Company
Fisher, Rick   (402)595-2534
$466,115.00
Springfield North & South
Specialty
Micheels Construction Co.
Gjersvik, John   (402)595-2534
$33,436.20
Murray West
Specialty
Micheels Construction Co.
Gjersvik, John   (402)595-2534
$185,542.68
Schramm Park East
Specialty
Monarch Oil, Inc.
Gjersvik, John   (402)595-2534
$202,061.11
District 2 - Districtwide
Elec
Commonwealth Electric Company

Of The Midwest
Gjersvik, John   (402)595-2534
$70,609.42

108th St., Burt - W. Maple Rd., Omaha
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Elec
Chas. Vrana & Son Constr. Co.
Glow, Tom   (402)444-5279
$3,040,849.70
Rogers - Fremont
Bit
Constructors, Inc.
Jacobs, Micky   (402)727-3292
$2,559,032.33
Elkhorn South
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, Gdrl, Elec
WBE Company, Inc.
Khalaf, Zahi   (402)595-2534
$2,407,088.79
Fort Calhoun Southeast
Gr, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Western Engineering Co., Inc.
Krajewski, Matt   (402)255-3820
$1,986,671.00
Boyer Chute Nat’l. Wildlife Refuge
Gr, Bit
U.S. Asphalt Co.
Krajewski, Matt   (402)255-3820
$475,368.80
Papillion West
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Br, Gdrl
WBE Company, Inc.
Peterson, Roger   (402)255-3831
$3,299,003.92
In Blair
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, Fence, Elec
Luxa Construction Co., Inc.
Trujillo, Ray   (402)727-3292
$6,183,447.41
I-680 to N-36, Omaha
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, 

Br, Gdrl, Elec
Hawkins Construction Co.
Veverka, Frank   (402)727-3292
$12,915,674.88
Waterloo Southeast
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, 

Br, Gdrl, Fence, Elec, Sign
Hawkins Construction Co.
Weander, Marty   (402)595-2534
$20,452,885.99
198th St. - Skyline Dr., Omaha
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, Br, 

Gdrl, Fence, Elec, Sign
Hawkins Construction Co.
Weander, Marty   (402)595-2534
$18,371,814.38

N-133 to 72nd St., Omaha
Bit
Western Engineering Co., Inc.
Wilson, Bill   (402)595-2534
$1,681,029.77
Fort Atkinson State Park
Bit
U.S. Asphalt Co.
Wilson, Bill   (402)595-2534
$96,573.92
West Dodge Rd. 132nd- 120th St.
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Elec, Sign
Hawkins Construction Co.
Zelensky, Rich   (402)595-2534
$5,021,822.65

District 3
Columbus North
Gr, ConcPav, Culv, Seed, Br
A & R Construction Co.
Anderson, Dave   (308)385-6889
$997,583.62
Schuyler North
Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Anderson, David   (402)564-5751
$2,279,705.64
Schuyler East & West
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Br, 

Gdrl, Elec, Sign
Dobson Bros. Construction Co. 

& Affiliates
Anderson, David   (402)564-5751
$19,184,951.80
Verdigre Southwest
Gr, Br, Gdrl
Graves Construction Co., Inc.
Becker, Roger   (402)254-6552
$389,922.29
Ewing - Clearwater
Gdrl, Bit
Constructors, Inc.
Becker, Roger   (402)254-6552
$1,186,090.62
Brunswick North
Culvert
A & R Construction Co.
Becker, Roger   (402)254-6552
$105,375.45
Dixon Northeast
Br
Graves Construction Co., Inc.
Brummond, Scott   (402)375-7071
$618,260.30
Wisner - West Point
Bit
Constructors, Inc.
Brummond, Scott   (402)375-7071
$1,333,187.19
Wayne Northwest
Br
Elk Horn Construction Co.
Brummond, Scott   (402)375-7071
$446,350.60
Orchard East & West
Gr, Culv, Seed, Bit
Dobson Brothers Constr. Co. 

& Affiliates
Colfack, Gene   (402)336-2051
$3,498,473.27
N-13 to South Jct. N-98
Bit
Brower Construction Co.
Davis, Rob   (402)370-3474
$1,053,952.07
Norfolk East
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, Elec
Dobson Bros. Constr. Co.
Davis, Rob   (402)370-3474
$18,274,985.53

Madison East
Gr, Seed, Gdrl, Bit
Knight Asphalt, Inc.
Davis, Rob   (402)370-3474
$1,046,744.46
In Stanton
Bit
Knight Asphalt, Inc.
Davis, Rob   (402)370-3474
$118,426.48
Carroll South & Pierce East
Br, Gdrl
Herbst Construction, Inc.
Dirks, Tony   (402)254-6552
$101,481.75
Pierce East
Br, Gdrl
Herbst Construction, Inc.
Dirks, Tony   (402)254-6552
$354,676.70
Statewide Advance Beacon
Elec
Dominion Construction Co.
Domogalla, Kevin   (402)370-3474
$85,308.40
West Point Southwest
Br
Herbst Construction, Inc.
Fornoff, Kris   (402)564-5751
$461,719.45
Wakefield North & South
Gr, Culv, Gdrl, Bit
Brower Construction Co.
Francis, Jeff   (402)375-7071
$1,020,089.76
Jct N-116 to East Jct N-9
Bit
Brower Construction Co.
Francis, Jeff   (402)375-7071
$701,316.58
Dixon North & South
Bit
Brower Construction Co.
Francis, Jeff   (402)375-7071
$907,397.45
Concord Spur
Bit
Brower Construction Co.
Francis, Jeff   (402)375-7071
$389,224.53
Wayne East
Gr, Culv, Br, Gdrl, Elec, Bit
Brower Construction Co.
Francis, Jeff   (402)375-7071
$4,418,941.08
Homer South
Gr, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Christensen Bros., Inc.
Francis, Jeff   (402)375-7071
$477,326.99
Newman Grove Northwest
Gr, Br, Gdrl
Herbst Construction, Inc.
Manning, Ryan   (402)421-1717
$400,312.93
Bancroft Northwest
Gr, Br, Gdrl
Christensen Bros., Inc.
Mueting, Curt   (402)370-3474
$928,503.60
Norfolk North
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, 

Br, Gdrl, Elec
Dobson Bros. Constr. Co. 

& Affiliates
Mueting, Curt   (402)370-3474
$8,592,417.11
West Point - Oakland
Bit
Henningsen Const., Inc.
Schulz, Ron   (402)370-3474
$1,689,068.35

West Point - Oakland
Gr, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Henningsen Const., Inc.
Schulz, Ron   (402)370-3474
$2,281,497.19
Winside North
Br, Gdrl, Bit
Brower Construction Co.
Schulz, Ron   (402)370-3474
$823,556.68
BNSF, Oakland
Gr, Culv, Br, Gdrl, Elec, Bit
Luxa Construction Co., Inc.
Schulz, Ron   (402)370-3474
$1,548,274.90
Silver Creek - Duncan
Bit
Constructors, Inc.
Trosper, Steven   (402)564-5751
$1,076,024.75
Tarnov South
Landscaping
Gross Seed Company, Inc.
Trosper, Steven   (402)564-5751
$88,824.11
5th St. - 8th St., Columbus
Gr, ConPav, CulvElec
Paulsen, Inc.
Trosper, Steven   (402)564-5751
$1,371,729.60
Columbus - Madison
Specialty
American Civil Constructors, Inc. 

& Subsidiary
Trosper, Steven   (402)564-5751
$2,855,228.68
Hartington North
Culverts
L.J. Webb Contractor, Inc.
Wiebelhaus, Bob   (402)254-6552
$141,700.05
South Sioux City & South
Specialty
M.E. Collins Contracting Co., Inc.
Wiebelhaus, Bob   (402)254-6552
$75,726.00
Humphrey - Madison
Specialty
Sta-Bilt Construction Co.
Wiebelhaus, Bob   (402)254-6552
$555,746.66
Belden - Laurel
Specialty
Sta-Bilt Construction Co.
Wiebelhaus, Bob   (402)254-6552
$836,405.56
US-77/S. Ridge Dr., So. Sioux City
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Elec
Gill Construction, Inc.
Wiebelhaus, Bob   (402)254-6552
$479,296.81
Decatur South
Specialty
Asphalt Surface Technologies Corp.
Wiebelhaus, Bob   (402)254-6552
$11,628.00

District 4
York North & South
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, 

Br, Gdrl Elec
Dobson Brothers Constr. Co.

& Affiliates
Anderson, Tom   (402)362-5934
$18,182,230.53
Kearney North
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, 

Br, Gdrl, Elec
Werner Construction, Inc.
Farber, Tom   (308)865-5434
$5,884,195.46
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Elm Creek - Miller
Gr, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Farber, Tom   (308)865-5434
$2,441,543.78
Hazard Southeast
Br
Wilke Contracting Corporation
Farber, Tom   (308)865-5434
$322,829.66
Hall/Merrick Co. Line - Chapman
Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Griepenstroh, Scott   (308)385-6888
$1,530,574.15
N-2 Over I-80
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Br, Gdrl
Capital Contractors, Inc.
Griepenstroh, Scott   (308)385-6888
$1,487,344.88
I-80/US-34/281 Interchange
Landscaping
Gross Seed Company, Inc.
Griepenstroh, Scott   (308)385-6888
$36,364.20
Merrick Co Line West
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, Elec
Dobson Bros. Constr. Co. & Affiliates
Griepenstroh, Scott   (308)385-6888
$5,123,897.10
Nebraska/Kansas Line North
Specialty
Iowa Erosion Control, Inc.
Grooms, Jerry   (402)362-5934
$2,889,190.53
I-80 Waco Interchange
Br
Garcia-Chicoine Enterprises, Inc.
Grooms, Jerry   (402)362-5934
$39,802.90
Milligan West
Specialty
Monarch Oil, Inc.
Grooms, Jerry   (402)362-5934
$279,377.72
Geneva North & South
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Br, Gdrl, Elec
Werner Construction, Inc.
Kohmetscher, Lyle   (402)462-1996
$16,859,071.23
Hampton - Henderson
Gdrl, Bit
Dobson Bros. Constr. Co. & Affiliates
Kohmetscher, Lyle   (402)462-1996
$1,418,014.93
Silver Creek South
Gr, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Kwiatkowski, Rick   (308)754-5411
$2,846,433.54
Pleasanton - Hazard
Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Kwiatkowski, Rick   (308)754-5411
$456,067.86
Fullerton North
Gr, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Elec, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Kwiatkowski, Rick   (308)754-5411
$2,812,084.50
Cotesfield Southeast
Culverts
L.J. Webb Contractor, Inc.
Kwiatkowski, Rick   (308)754-5411
$120,520.87
Greeley East
Specialty
Monarch Oil, Inc.
Kwiatkowski, Rick   (308)754-5411
$367,492.29

Elba Northwest
Br
Perrett Construction, Ltd.
Kwiatkowski, Rick   (308)754-5411
$348,778.25
Grafton Northeast
Br
L.J. Webb Contractor, Inc.
Lane, Chris   (402)483-5466
$393,858.75
Kenesaw Southeast
Gr, Culv, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Manning, Ryan   (402)421-1717
$272,819.51
Ruskin Southwest
Gr, Br, Gdrl
The Diamond Engineering Co.
Meyer, Steve   (402)462-1996
$352,577.59
Lawrence East
Gr, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Meyer, Steve   (402)462-1996
$5,644,665.62
Red Cloud North
Br, Gdrl, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Meyer, Steve   (402)462-1996
$1,395,443.23
Red Cloud East
Specialty
Sta-Bilt Construction Co.
Meyer, Steve   (402)462-1996
$292,721.76
Deshler South
Br
The Diamond Engineering Co.
Rathjen, Scott   (402)362-7117
$366,522.19
Strang North & South
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, Elec
Werner Construction, Inc.
Ruxton, Bob   (402)462-1996
$8,708,874.79
US-6/Blaine Ave., Hastings
Gr, Culv, Elec, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Ruxton, Bob   (402)462-1996
$358,254.97
Wood River Interchange
Br
A.M. Cohron & Son, Inc.
Ruxton, Bob   (402)462-1996
$1,588,201.27
Kearney - Minden
Specialty
American Civil Constructors, Inc. 

& Subsidiary
Ruxton, Bob   (402)462-1996
$1,410,132.78
Fullerton Maint. Shop & Office Facility
Fullerton Vehicle Maint. Shop 
& Office Facility

Crafts, Inc.
Sander, Gary   (308)385-6265
$461,883.00
Alexandria North
Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Vandegrift, Allen   (402)729-3489
$927,354.42
Hebron - Gilead
Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Vandegrift, Allen   (402)729-3489
$1,243,951.56
Prosser North
Gr, Culv, Br, Gdrl, Bit
The Diamond Engineering Co.
Weber, Kirk   (308)385-6888
$613,457.24

Grand Island South
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, 

Br, Gdrl, Fence, Elec, Sign
Werner Construction, Inc.
Weber, Kirk   (308)385-6888
$9,800,324.79
Wood River - Grand Island
Bit
Sta-Bilt Construction Co.
Weber, Kirk   (308)385-6888
$70,203.80
Clarks South Bridges
Gr, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Hawkins Construction Co.
Woodgate, Gerald   (308)385-6888
$3,468,746.45
Phillips & Giltner Spurs
Gr, Culv, Seed, Gdrl, Elec, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Woodgate, Gerald   (308)385-6888
$1,071,711.64
In Scotia
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Elec
Werner Construction, Inc.
Woodgate, Gerald   (308)385-6888
$1,832,596.16
Wolbach West
Gr, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Elec, Bit
L.J. Webb Contractor, Inc.
Woodgate, Gerald   (308)385-6888
$2,308,111.47
East Jct. US-6 to Aurora Interchange
Specialty
Monarch Oil, Inc.
Woodgate, Gerald   (308)385-6888
$311,822.10

District 5
Scottsbluff-Gering Bypass
Gr, Culv, Seed, Br
Ames Construction, Inc.
Applegate, Joe   (308)632-1429
$17,270,595.51
Harrison South
Gr, Culv, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Carnahan, Brian   (308)432-6144
$3,055,939.86
Harrison Salt Storage Facility
Harrison Salt Storage Facility
Paul Reed Constr. & Supply, Inc.
Carnahan, Brian   (308)432-6144
$57,880.00
Chadron North
Specialty
Topkote, Inc.
Carnahan, Brian   (308)432-6144
$167,109.00
Crawford West
Bit
Simon Contractors & Subsidiaries
Carnahan, Brian   (308)432-6144
$2,298,422.57
US-385 East
Bit
Simon Contractors & Subsidiaries
Carnahan, Brian   (308)432-6144
$1,296,774.34
Hay Springs South
Bit
Simon Contractors & Subsidiaries
Carnahan, Brian   (308)432-6144
$862,874.99
Harrison Maintenance Facility
Harrison Maintenance Facility
Simon Contractors & Subsidiaries
Carnahan, Brian   (308)432-6144
$445,000.00

Lodgepole to US-138 Viaduct
Br
Reiman Corp.
Custer, Dennis   (308)262-1929
$139,377.36
Statewide Dms
Gdrl, Sign
Watts Electric Company
Custer, Dennis   (308)262-1929
$779,314.73
Oshkosh - South Platte River
Culv, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Simon Contractors & Subsidiaries
Custer, Dennis   (308)262-1929
$3,948,872.26
Box Butte/Sioux Line West
Bit
Western Engineering Co., Inc.
Fast, Dean   (308)632-1429
$2,057,529.01
Scottsbluff - Minatare
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Seed, Elec
Western Engineering Co., Inc.
Fast, Dean   (308)632-1429
$8,552,774.73
Bushnell - Kimball
Br
Reiman Corp.
Fast, Dean   (308)632-1429
$502,657.60
Marsland North
Gr, Culv, Bit
Perrett Construction, Ltd.
Fast, Dean   (308)632-1429
$4,347,919.63
Minatare Lake Recreation Rd.
Gr, Bit
Simon Contractors & Subsidiaries
Fast, Dean   (308)632-1429
$2,222,124.99
Jct L17E/US-30 In Sunol
Gr, Culv, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Frickey, Russ   (308)262-1929
$265,133.90
Sidney - Lodgepole
Gr, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Frickey, Russ   (308)262-1929
$3,337,580.24
Scottsbluff North
Bit
Simon Contractors & Subsidiaries
Hilderbrand, Sylvia L. (308)262-1920
$922,893.91
In Alliance
Gr, ConPav, Culv ,Elec
Simon Contractors & Subsidiaries
Hilderbrand, Sylvia L. (308)262-1920
$1,957,596.79
Harrison Northeast
Br
Perrett Construction, Ltd.
Rigg, Ryan   (307)637-6017
$448,691.06
Lodgepole Interchange
Elec
Watts Electric Company
Smith, Don   (308)262-1929
$116,057.75
N-138 Interchange
Elec
Watts Electric Company
Smith, Don   (308)262-1929
$163,254.80

District 6
Paxton East
Specialty
Multiple Concrete Enterprises, Inc.
Brinker, Gary   (308)535-8033
$1,469,020.59
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Gothenburg East & West
Specialty
Multiple Concrete Enterprises, Inc.
Brinker, Gary   (308)535-8033
$1,251,986.75
Hershey East
Specialty
Multiple Concrete Enterprises, Inc.
Brinker, Gary   (308)535-8033
$1,633,011.94
Big Springs - Brule
Bit
Simon Contractors & Subsidiaries
Brinker, Gary   (308)535-8033
$3,160,488.26
Gothenburg Southwest
Br
Capital Contractors, Inc.
Halstead, Kerri   (308)535-8031
$455,554.80
Ringgold North
Bit
Simon Contractors & Subsidiaries
Halstead, Kerri   (308)535-8031
$800,867.33
Callaway Northeast
Bit
Western Engineering Co., Inc.
Leach, Roy   (308)535-8033
$1,007,554.08
Halsey North
Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
Leach, Roy   (308)535-8033
$507,120.79
Arnold South
Br
Perrett Construction, Ltd.
Manning, Ryan   (402)421-1717
$311,567.50
Big Springs South
Gr, ConPav, Br, Gdrl, Elec
Western Engineering Co., Inc.
Morrell, Richard   (308)535-8033
$1,272,970.23
Junction US-83/S-56B
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Elec
Cement Products, Inc.
Morrell, Richard   (308)535-8033
$1,838,227.40
Jct. US-30/L-56G, North Platte
Elec
Cement Products, Inc.
Morrell, Richard   (308)535-8033
$43,894.12
Ogallala West
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Elec
Paulsen, Inc.
Morrell, Richard   (308)535-8033
$2,337,388.51
In Maxwell
Specialty
Iowa Erosion Control, Inc.
Sawyer, Harlan   (308)535-8033
$73,620.21
Ogallala South
Specialty
Iowa Erosion Control, Inc.
Sawyer, Harlan   (308)535-8033
$443,658.85
Ashby West
Gr, Culv, Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
Sawyer, Harlan   (308)535-8033
$1,439,382.22
Big Springs - Brule
Specialty
Kirk Barnes Construction, Inc.
Sawyer, Harlan   (308)535-8033
$390,965.50

In Big Springs
Specialty
Kirk Barnes Construction, Inc.
Sawyer, Harlan   (308)535-8033
$101,224.45
Lemoyne - West
Bit
Simon Contractors & Subsidiaries
Sawyer, Harlan   (308)535-8033
$2,999,216.95
Wallace North
Gr, Culv, Bit
Western Engineering Co., Inc.
Thomsen, Toby   (308)535-8033
$3,599,896.94
Brady East
ConPav
Diamond Surface, Inc.
Thomsen, Toby   (308)535-8033
$1,889,966.54
Cozad - Darr
ConPav
Diamond Surface, Inc.
Thomsen, Toby   (308)535-8033
$1,903,226.79
Wellfleet South
Gr, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Simon Contractors & Subsidiaries
Thomsen, Toby   (308)535-8033
$1,095,807.92
Maint. Facility @ North Platte
Bldg. Construction
Interstate Structures, Inc.
Thomsen, Toby   (308)535-8033
$285,000.00
Broken Bow - Berwyn
Specialty
Iowa Erosion Control, Inc.
White, Dennis   (308)872-6735
$132,209.19
In Gothenburg
Specialty
Iowa Erosion Control, Inc.
White, Dennis   (308)872-6735
$400,629.01
In Arnold
Specialty
Iowa Erosion Control, Inc.
White, Dennis   (308)872-6735
$10,557.50
Halsey East
Gr, Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
White, Dennis   (308)872-6735
$2,648,120.76
Oconto North
Gr, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
White, Dennis   (308)872-6735
$9,181,360.56
In Mullen
Specialty
Kirk Barnes Construction, Inc.
White, Dennis   (308)872-6735
$161,933.50

District 7
Elwood Southwest
Culv
Cement Products, Inc.
Collins, Duane   (308)345-8490
$79,522.97
Lincoln County Line South
Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
Collins, Duane   (308)345-8490
$1,371,360.43
Orafino to US-283 Bridges
Gr, Agg, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl
Adams Construction Co. 

& Adams Land Improvement, Inc.
Collins, Duane   (308)345-8490
$2,507,145.68

District 7 - Districtwide
Specialty
Vogel Traffic Services, Inc.
Collins, Duane   (308)345-8490
$773,040.01
Curtis - Orafino
Specialty
Dustrol, Inc.
Doyle, Kelly   (308)345-8490
$990,064.77
W. 4th St. - E. 7th St., McCook
Gr, ConPav, Culv, Br, Gdrl, Elec
Paulsen, Inc.
Doyle, Kelly   (308)345-8490
$3,189,394.06
Max - Stratton
Gdrl, Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
Doyle, Kelly   (308)345-8490
$2,816,154.25
McCook - Cambridge
Specialty
Highway Improvement, Inc.
Doyle, Kelly   (308)345-8490
$158,609.76
Fort Kearney Link
Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Kuhn, Kenton   (308)995-5397
$470,326.57
Heartwell East
Gr, Culv, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Kuhn, Kenton   (308)995-5397
$1,331,029.47
Minden West
Gr, Culv, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Kuhn, Kenton   (308)995-5397
$780,842.77
Heartwell Northeast
Culv
Midlands Contracting, Inc.
Kuhn, Kenton   (308)995-5397
$76,463.65

Alma South
Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Quinn, Jerry   (308)995-5397
$573,138.39
Alma - Republican City
Gr, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Elec, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Quinn, Jerry   (308)995-5397
$8,976,048.42
Naponee Spur Bridge
Gr, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Sell, Tim   (308)995-5397
$701,964.20
Orleans East
Gr, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Elec, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Sell, Tim   (308)995-5397
$4,813,919.34
Holbrook - Arapahoe
Specialty
Sta-Bilt Construction Co.
Sell, Tim   (308)995-5397
$262,565.18
Madrid - Elsie
Gr, Culv, Seed, Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
Ziebell, Roger   (308)345-8490
$2,147,981.18
Elsie - Perkins/Lincoln Co. Line
Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
Ziebell, Roger   (308)345-8490
$1,416,949.87

Culbertson South
Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
Ziebell, Roger   (308)345-8490
$1,213,036.51

US-6 North
Gr, Culv, Seed, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Paulsen, Inc.
Ziebell, Roger   (308)345-8490
$2,255,565.09

District 8
Niobrara River North & South
Gr, Culv, Br, Gdrl, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Colfack, Gene   (402)336-2051
$6,153,291.28

Spencer South
Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Colfack, Gene   (402)336-2051
$418,422.16

Bristow East & West
Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Colfack, Gene   (402)336-2051
$674,381.15

Hyannis Northeast
Culvert
Paul Reed Constr. & Supply, Inc.
Colfack, Gene   (402)336-2051
$64,649.25

Spencer Northwest
Gr, Br, Gdrl
Graves Construction Co., Inc.
Fluckey, Dustin   (402)483-5466
$474,950.50

Butte - Spencer
Bit
Western Engineering Co., Inc.
Rau, Larry   (402)387-2471
$1,738,106.12

District 8 - Districtwide
Specialty
Vogel Traffic Services, Inc.
Rau, Larry   (402)387-2471
$543,756.76

District 8 - Districtwide
Gdrl
Midwest Fence Company - 

Guardrail Systems, Inc.
Rudnick, Michael   (402)387-2471
$42,840.00

Burwell North
Specialty
Monarch Oil, Inc.
Rudnick, Michael   (402)387-2471
$262,381.98

Stuart North
Br
Christensen Bros., Inc.
Smith, Lloyd   (402)376-2691
$686,849.40

O’Neill North
Gr, Culv, Seed, Bit
Werner Construction, Inc.
Ziska, Dan   (402)336-2051
$5,268,204.49

Bartlett South
Gr, Culv, Bit
Western Engineering Co., Inc.
Ziska, Dan   (402)336-2051
$2,705,230.30

Bartlett North & South
Gr, Culv, Br, Gdrl, Elec, Bit
Western Engineering Co., Inc.
Ziska, Dan   (402)336-2051
$2,768,614.82



The Department of Roads receives numerous
complimentary letters. The letters printed
here are representative of those often
sent praising the many fine and deserving
employees of the Department of Roads.

May 13, 2004To: Dick Gray
Re: Roadside Flowers
I’d like to compliment you and the rest ofthe Department of Roads for the beautifulflowers you’ve planted along the roadsides.It makes traveling much more enjoyable. Iwould also like to thank the Department ofRoads for including a guide of the flowersplanted on their website. I have onequestion. Can you tell me who yoursupplier of the flower seed is? I’d like toplant some in the ditches around ouracreage, but I’m not sure where to buy it.Or is it possible to buy some from theDepartment of Roads? Any help you cangive me would be appreciated.

Chris Fletcher
Wayne, Nebraska

Editor’s Note: Dick Gray’s reply – Thankyou. Stock Seed Farms Inc., Murdock, at800-759-1520 has an excellent catalogue(no charge) and a very good supply of theflowers that are used on the roadsides.

April 16, 2004
John Anderson from Grant called tocompliment the Nebraska Departmentof Roads for help received when heran out of gas at the Brady WestboundRest Area. He received help from BradSchwartz and was able to make it to agas station. Schwartz Enterprise ofNebraska, Inc. is contracted tomaintain that rest area.

From: Logistics Division.

May 18, 2004

For the past three years I have traveled the State
of Nebraska and have been very impressed with
the excellent job the Nebraska Department of
Roads has done during the winter storms to keep
the interstate and highways clear of ice and snow. 

This past week while in North Platte, I forgot my
cell phone on the hood of my company car while
loading my belongings and departing the motel.
The phone flew off the hood when I turned onto
the highway. I returned to the area looking for a
crushed phone on the busy intersection, but didn’t
find it.

I received a phone call on my other cell that the
Department of Roads in North Platte had found
the phone. Robert Barnhill was putting up a
roadside sign and saw the phone fly onto the
highway. He immediately retrieved the phone.
Not only did this save the phone, but I didn’t have
to worry about what to do to prevent charges to
my company account for a lost phone. Then
Connie Sawyer brought the phone to the office
where I stopped to retrieve it. Carrie Klock also
assisted in locating the phone. All of this
happened over the lunch hour.

Thanks to all for going beyond your regular duties
to help out an unlucky taxpayer. I was lucky to
find such good Department of Roads employees.

Ray Young
Eagle, Nebraska

Editor’s Note: The helpful NDOR employees are
Robert Barnhill, Hwy. Maintenance Worker Sr.,
Connie Sawyer, Staff Assistant I, and Carrie Klock,
Administrative Assistant I, all at District 6 in
North Platte.
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Watch the Scotch Pines
Turf - This is fungus time for the lawn. High nighttime

temperatures and high nighttime humidity are a natural
for fungus to start working on your grass. You can apply
a fungicide as a preventative or wait and use it as a
curative. If you are going to wait, start the application at
the first sign of the fungus and try not to wait until it is
a full-blown money sink. Apply your grub chemical in
mid-June. Raise your mower to 3 to 31⁄2 inches and keep
the blade sharp. If you see a brown tinge to a lawn, you
can usually bet that the blade needs sharpening.
Recycling your grass clippings saves on the fertilizer
requirement for your lawn and saves room at the landfill,
if your community does not have a composting operation.
Water requirements are approaching 11⁄2 inches per week
with sandy soil requiring more. If your community has
water restrictions—good luck, or let your bluegrass lawn
go dormant. Bluegrass has survived in our area by going
dormant for as long as bluegrass has been here on the
prairie. Bluegrass is not a native, but it has adapted to
our conditions.

Trees - Scotch pines are in trouble; there is a beetle
that uses the trees for an incubator and a feeding place

for its young. No problem there, but the adult carries
nematodes in its system that are transmitted to the pine.
The nematodes multiply and plug the water conducting
“tubes” in the pine, and the tree dies. The ones that are
killed in this manner die with the needles attached. These
trees should be removed promptly and taken to a landfill
operation and burned. The Forest Service says that what
is happening now to the Scotch pine is what happened to
the elms when Dutch Elm Disease came through. Good
sanitation practices will slow the losses down, but will not
stop it. Replacements for Scotch pine could be Colorado
spruce, either blue or green, upright junipers, and for
wind breaks, the cedars. There is still time to visit your
favorite nursery and select trees and shrubs for planting
now.

Garden - Things should be looking good now. Check
with your garden center and pick up some liquid calcium
for your tomatoes and peppers. The calcium will help
prevent the blossom end rot of tomatoes, and I have
found it helps with peppers, too. Vine borers are
persistent pests of vine crops, even zucchini. Sevin dust
applied about every three days, at the base of the plant,
will help deter them. For the country gardeners, start
spraying for grasshoppers at the first sign of the new
crop. Sevin or Eight does a number on them when they
are small.

Chemical Emergency Numbers - Poison Center in
Omaha: 800-955-9119.  Medical and Consumer Information
for chemicals: 800-858-7378.

Weather Facts - From the Weather Calendar: 
What's too dry? — Calama, Chile, located in the
Atacama Desert, recorded no rain from 1571 to 1970. 
What’s too wet? — Lloro, Columbia averages 500 inches of
rain a year, with as much as 100 inches in a single month.

T U R F &
GARDEN

By Dick Gray
Agronomist
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“Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies”
by Jared Diamond. On the surface, this book may seem
to lack relevance since it covers the past seven million
years of human history but focuses on the most recent
13,000 years. Basically, it lays the foundation for human
history. Among other things, it somewhat inadvertently
points out the importance of transportation and
communication in the world we live in today. A good
basic read.

“Leaving Your Mark” by Charlyne Berens. I read this
several years ago and it bears reading again. This book
summarizes the 34 years of Jerome Warner as State Senator
and provides a historical perspective for most of the laws
and funding mechanisms we use at the Department of
Roads today. This is a must-read for those who want to
understand the legacy we have inherited and are obligated
to build on.

“Leadership is an Art” by Max De Pree. A good and fairly
short read. DePree states and reminds me of the reality of
leadership. A classic.

There are a myriad of other books and they are available
at your local bookstore or local library; don’t forget to check
with our department library. Some I have not mentioned
that I’ve found good reading include: “American Road”
by Pete Davies, “The Roads That Built America” by Dan
McMichel, “The Leadership Secrets of Colin Powell” by
Oren Harari, “The Tipping Point” by Malcolm Gladwell,
“Faith in the Game” by Tom Osborne, “The Leadership
Engine” by Noel M.Tichy, “Jack” by Jack Welch, “Nothing
Like It in the World” by Stephen E. Ambrose, “Founding
Brothers” by Joseph J. Ellis, and “American Artery” by Jerry
Wilson. Several others including “Gung Ho,” “Who Moved
My Cheese,” “In Search of Excellence,” “A Passion for
Excellence,” and others I have reread. So, good reading! ◆

Good Books (continued from page 2)



— June —
National Safety Month

5 National Trails Day
8 New Employee Orientation Program

NDOR Central Headquarters
Contact Steve Olson @ 479-3601

9 RoadToasters
12:05 p.m.-12:55 p.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm.
Contact Cindy Shockey @ 479-3837

10 Project Scheduling Meeting
8:30-11:30 a.m., NDOR Auditorium
Contact Craig Anderson @ 479-4666

17 Letting
1:30 p.m., NDOR Auditorium
Contact Liz Wunderlich @ 479-4528

18 Bd. Public Roads Class & Stds.
9:00 a.m., NDOR Auditorium

23 RoadToasters
12:05 p.m.-12:55 p.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm.
Contact Cindy Shockey @ 479-3837

24-25 Hwy. Commission Meeting
Outstate Meeting – District 7 - McCook
Contact Shirley Schafer @ 479-4530

— July —
4 State Holiday – Independence Day

13 New Employee Orientation Program
NDOR Central Headquarters
Contact Steve Olson @ 479-3601

14 RoadToasters
12:05 p.m.-12:55 p.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm.
Contact Cindy Shockey @ 479-3837

15 Project Scheduling Meeting
8:30-11:30 a.m., NDOR Auditorium
Contact Craig Anderson @ 479-4666

16 Bd. Public Roads Class & Stds.
9:00 a.m., NDOR Auditorium

22 Letting
1:30 p.m., NDOR Auditorium
Contact Liz Wunderlich @ 479-4528

23 Hwy. Commission Meeting
10:00 a.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm.
Contact Shirley Schafer @ 479-4530

28 RoadToasters
12:05 p.m.-12:55 p.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm.
Contact Cindy Shockey @ 479-3837

— August —
10 New Employee Orientation Program

NDOR Central Headquarters
Contact Steve Olson @ 479-3601

11 RoadToasters
12:05 p.m.-12:55 p.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm.
Contact Cindy Shockey @ 479-3837

19 Project Scheduling Meeting
8:30-11:30 a.m., NDOR Auditorium
Contact Craig Anderson @ 479-4666

20 Bd. Examiners for Co. Hwy. & City Street Supts.
10:00 a.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm.

25 RoadToasters
12:05 p.m.-12:55 p.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm.
Contact Cindy Shockey @ 479-3837

26 Letting
1:30 p.m., NDOR Auditorium
Contact Liz Wunderlich @ 479-4528

27 Hwy. Commission Meeting
10:00 a.m., Hwy. Commission Meeting Rm.
Contact Shirley Schafer @ 479-4530

NDOR Events Calendar

If you would like a key event included on upcoming calendars, call the
Communication Office 479-4512 or e-mail lwilson@dor.state.ne.us. Informa-
tion for the August/September Roadrunner should be received by July 16.
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